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PRESSIE’S PRATTLE. Events, antennas &things.   2. 
TREASURE TROVE Subs.   3. 
RALLY ROUND UP. Get ready for 2011.   3. 
SOCIAL SEC/PRO It’s not too late to get your hamper tickets.   3. 
STATE CHAMPS Damn near wasn’t, read why, part 1.   4. 
CROSSWORD. Last month’s crossword answers   6. 
GREETINGS. Birthday greets & a get well soon.   6. 
CLASSIFIEDS. Member’s sell, buy or exchange   6. 
PLACES & FACES The State champs in the spotlight   7. 
CONTRIBUTIONS. Member’s favourites.   9. 
TUCK”S TALES 141 on the South East.  11. 
MINUTES. Of the September OCM 2010.  12. 
CROSSWORD. This month’s Crossword by Chris 49.  13. 
 
Editorial for the Communicator must reach the Editor on or before the third Thursday of the month 
for inclusion in that month’s issue.  Any and all articles are welcome, however the editors reserve 
the right to vet suitability for publication. 
To submit articles, items for publication, letters to the editor or to ask questions of our technical 
writers, please address all correspondence to The Editor at the address shown on the front cover or 
via email to phil48@adam.com.au.  If you know of anyone who wants to advertise in the 
Communicator, space and charges are available on request, speak to a committee member for more 
information. 
 

ACRM SA Inc. c\- Chris or Phil 08 8522 6081. 
Editors  Phil Richards  08 8522 6081  e-mail:- phil48@adam.com.au 
   Chris Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- chris49@adam.com.au 

  Graham Tucker 08 8523 1082  e-mail:- tucktwo@twpo.com.au 
Webmaster  Adrian Menzel 08 8581 7149  e-mail:- akmen@bigpond.com 
Or via our postal address, PO Box 69 Smithfield Plains SA 5114 

                                 Meeting dates. 
ACRM SA Inc. meetings are on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month. 

ACRM SA Inc. October’s meeting is on 27th at 20:00 Hrs. 
November’s meeting will be 23rd. 

Gawler/Barossa general meetings are on the THIRD TUESDAY of each month. 
Next meeting will be November 16th. 2010. 
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PRESSIE’S PRATTLE; Phil 48: 
 

‘Bin wrong before, be wrong again no doubt.  When it comes to events, 
never assume anything, especially with the events of the equine type.  The State 
Championships is one event we normally do but as we hadn’t been asked and 
with the uncertainty of venue owing to the location change for the Quilty, I was 
sure we weren’t doing it this year.  Anyway we ended up doing the event on the 
weekend of the 9th-10th Oct.  Maybe we have now done the last for 2010! 
 A couple of cheerio’s go to some folks in the RAH, firstly to Sharyn, wife 
of John 232, who is getting over a lung infection and Doug 29, who was admitted 
with renal failure after a stint at the Lyall Mac.  I Wish you both speedy recovery. 
 To all the members who receive the Communicator by email, I apologise 
for sending it twice last month but due to Rae and Richard in WA being on the 
ball I was notified that the Communicator had lost some formatting.  This occurs 
when I convert the document into PDF and the printer metrics change. Usually 
the font gets slightly larger and I may even get longer pages (which translates to 
more pages), and is obvious by the page count. However in this case the page 
count remained the same but changes within had occurred, namely the crossword 
answers. Thus, once advised I changed it and created a second PDF, then re-sent 
the whole thing, hence two mags. 
 I mentioned a month or two ago that we had purchased a graphics pad to 
help mark the course on maps and because of the thrown-in Pre Quilty Ride I had 
a chance try it out.  I wondered what all the fuss was about because I found it 
difficult to relate a point on a lump of plastic to the actual point on the screen but 
after some mucking around I got quite used to it.  The maps certainly benefited,  I 
was able to lay all five legs on the one map and still leave things readable.   

A little bit of trivia that will tickle Bill G78’s fancy and that is 
the fact that Mt Pleasant was a perfect example of lousy signal 
into the repeater and height played no part in improving it.  My 
6-dB attached permanently to the caravan is about 5 metres off 
the ground and although it performed sometimes, atmospherics 
really played havoc with it but mobiles on the field and even 
hand-held portables worked most the time so after experimenting 
with a 6-dB at varying heights up to 9 metres, I grabbed an old 
half-wave gutter mount and adapted it to fit on a short pole 
(about 2.5 metres) and that fixed that.  I don’t know if the tilt to 
the right helped but I wasn’t changing it. If it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it.  (‘Scuse the bad English). 
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Treasure Trove; Chris 49: 
SUBS ARE DUE for 2010-2011 
If you can’t read this it is probably because you never received a magazine – yeah 
I know, stupid statement but I couldn’t resist.  As of the time of print we are 20 
members down on last year and out of those I only know of 5 who are going to 
catch up this month.  I’ve no doubt a few more will pay up once they realize they 
got no Communicator. 
 

Rally Round-up; Nev 228: 
Maybe, now that the State Champs are over, we have done the last for 2010. 
Either way, it is time to say thanks to all the members who helped at the events 
this year and I look forward to working with you again next year. 
 

SOCIALLY SPEAKING (Soc-Sec & PRO) Denise 350 
The Hamper tickets are moving fairly well, thank you to all who have bought or 
are selling them.  Please advise me how many books/tickets you would like.  The  
hamper is valued at $250 this year and the tickets are $1.00 each.  There are 
approximately 700 of the 1000 tickets sold with only one month to go so you still 
have time.  Please support this important raffle.  You can phone me or write to 
order your tickets/books but please remember the ticket stubs, sold and unsold 
must be returned in time for the draw at the November meeting on the 23rd.  Also 
be mindful that it is the last meeting for the year and we would like to see an 
extra effort put in to members getting there. 
You can contact me on 8252 5229 or Chris 49 on 8522 6081 to order tickets, 
alternatively you can write to the address on the front of the Communicator. 
Another option is to email phil48@adam.com.au 
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SATE CHAMPS 2010; Phil 48: 
The event that almost wasn’t. 
One of the Quilty Committee Tony, I think out of frustration, rang to see if we 
had been booked for the State Champs, I said “no,” and he followed up with “you 
are now” and went on to apologise for the late notice.  Yes it was late notice and 
with the deadline for maps now past, all we could do was wait until the man-in-
charge contacted us and on Wednesday, just 10 days before it all began, we 
received some maps of sorts, Four legs were complete but as it turned out, 
confusing and the last leg was incomplete.  I’d been given the name of a CFS 
person at Williamstown (William Pocock) to liase with as their committee 
wanted involvement with CFS this year.  I spoke to William and agreed to come 
to a meeting on the Tuesday prior to the event.  This in itself presented an extra 
obstacle to overcome because of a lack of info on their behalf.  William was 
hopping mad and ready to pull the pin and I wasn’t far behind.  The weekend I 
hoped to put usefully to printing maps etc was the long weekend and “The Man” 
had gone away, leaving the Championships to fend for itself.  After many calls to 
his mobile and numerous emails, both of which yielded no reply, our own 
committee, with only 4 days to go, also decided to pull the plug and a letter was 
duly drafted to that effect but in desperation I tried to contact another member of 
their committee, Sarah, who rang back that evening.  She answered most of the 
questions we had and things started to progress again.  The last obstacle now was 
to meet with CFS and work out what involvement they could to offer.  Guess 
what? They had no idea, which was a little less than me so we offered maps and 
run schedules that our guys would work from and after an evening of who, what, 
where, why and when, we formulated some form of sense out of what we didn’t 
have.  However, we had lost the weekend to do the work so I used Wednesday to 
print and post maps, Thursday answering questions from members and Friday 
packing for a lunchtime getaway. 
I’ll admit, I was already a bit annoyed when I left home but I was open minded 
and hoped for a better finish to this thing than the start. 
The five legs equated to 160 K, which was the total of the main ride.  Some of the 
other distances comprised combinations of some of the legs equalling a 100 K (2 
x 30 and a 20, the 20 was also a separate ride.  How the logistics played out is as 
follows: 24 controls, some starting as early as 2:30 am and others as late as 8:00 
am.  Most controls were common and therefore had horses on different legs at the 
same time. Two controls required a shift to cover a later control and one didn’t 
finish in time to allow it.  Here is where I say thanks to one person in particular, 
who was silly enough to grab a radio from me and got lumbered for nearly the 
whole day covering a control that our guy couldn’t get to in time.  Thanks Jill 
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Ross, you were invaluable.  Her daughter Rose also had a radio and got lumbered 
as well.  Thanks Rose – between the two of them and their local knowledge, they 
were both kept busy keeping us on track. 
From the moment Chris and I arrived I thought everyone was bending over 
backwards to keep us happy and I appreciated it.  The “Man” in this case was a 
fellow called Rodney Warren or Rabbit, which as it turned out, was fairly apt.  
His first job for us was to organise power, via a generator, as the Start/Finish line 
was on the other side of the world, well the oval anyway.  Next thing you know 
this blue thing on a trailer rolled up and was installed behind a bit of a mound to 
reduce noise. The mound turned out to be a BMX track and the thing was that 
quiet, hiding it was unnecessary.  The diesel-powered generator ran for a whole 
day before the fuel showed any sign of usage, very impressive unit.  It also ran 4 
bloody great sodium or mercury vapour (or similar) lights that must have drawn a 
fair current and yet it wouldn’t run the microwave oven (probably due to 
modified square wave and not a pure sign wave).  It also had another quirk that 
proved to be a bit annoying. Initially it wouldn’t go over 226 volts AC and the 
UPS gets upset with low voltage so it beeped uncontrollably at me until I found 
an override position on the UPS that shut the beeping up.  Approximately an hour 
later when checking the microwave problem I noticed the Generator had swung 
up to 242 volts and the UPS now ran happily with the override off. 
With a 2:00am start looming I hoped to hit the sack early but by the time I got the 
ride entered into the computer it was about midnight before I climbed into the cot 
and when the alarm kicked me out of bed an hour later, I wasn’t actually feeling 
refreshed but I was up and there was a show to put on, plus a couple of loan 
radios needed fitting.  Rabbit popped in to pick up Chris and ferry her to the start 
line proper, which was a fair distance from camp and in her hurry left without her 
radio, which Rabbit returned for and was away again.  At 2am sharp the horses 
left and Chris walked back to camp, feeling quite distraught after her ordeal.  
Things in general were going well except it was now that we found the radio 
problem and I was kept busy trying to find a solution.  Graham 44 had swung in 
early Friday morning and got directions to his control so he could set-up and get 
some kip before he saw the first horse.  Right on cue, he called in to say check 1 
was in location and ready.  Nev 228 was on the second control and would stay for 
another control later. So far so good, check 3 was an away control (a bit like 
Main but not at main) with vets etc and CFS covered that control for us. 
When they left 3, the riders went through Trev 120’s checkpoint twice at Wirra 
Wirra Peaks before another loop at the Gap Bridge (Checks 6 and 7).  Cont. P8 
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         LAST MONTH’S 
 CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
    1          2                                   3                  4                 5 
      L       A       N       D       S       L       I       D       E      S 
    6                                                                                     7 
      A       B                         U                N                B                F 
    8                   9                                                       10 
     C       L      A      I      M      E      D               B      R      A 
    11 

      K      E     G                                 I                                 N 
  

                        12                         13                         14  
      L              R      U      M      B     A                S               C 
   15                                                                           16 
     U       S      E                        E                        A     M      I 
                                      17 
      S               E               A      G      E      N      T               F 
                                                                                  18       19 
     T                                 V                                Y      O      U 
    20              21              22              23   
     R      U      N               A       D     M      I       R      A      L 
                                                                                                    24 
     E               A                I               R                        T      L 
             25  
               P      H       I      L      O      S      O       P      H     Y 

 
 
 
 
 
             WANTED TO SELL, BUY OR EXCHANGE 
 
Wanted:  1 pair of quartz spotlights.  Contact Lyall 190 on 8834 2137 
 
Wanted:  Left hand front and rear doors to suit 1993 L Series Subaru Station Sedan. 
Please contact Lyall 190 on 8834 2137 
 
For Sale: Hills 30 metre Tower, complete with winch, guys and all fittings in TOP 
Condition:- $800. ono.  Also five x 30 metre lengths RG213 coaxial cable:- $100 ono.  
For information on these items contact Ian 62 on 8255 9646 
 

For Sale: Rear springs (new) to suit SWB Land Rover Series III.  $80 ea. 
Contact Lyall 190 on 8834 2137 
 

Wanted to sell, buy or exchange ads are free to members.  Please contact a committee 
member or send your ad to The Editor at the address on the cover or email it direct to 
ACRM c/- phil48@adam.com.au. 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS  
 
 
Many Happy returns of 
the day go to our November member’s: 
Phil 73  for the 3rd, 
Graham 141 for the 5th, 
John 22 for the 17th, 
Dick 21 for the 25th and 
Frank 67 for the 27th. 
 
Congratulations to you all especially 
Tuck, who gets to share his birthday with 

the infamous, Guy Fawkes, who for all the wrong reasons became a hero to 
millions and figurehead of a tradition that delighted kids for many years, 
Cracker Night.  The custom, until its canning in Australia in the late 
seventies, celebrated a failed bombing of Parliament house in England and 
any person old enough to remember Bonfire Night, as it was also known, will 
probably be able to relate many stories as to why Cracker Night was banned. 
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PLACES & FACES 
I’ve picked some photos from the State Champs for this centrefold. 
 

Here Chris 49 looks up info in 
the log, while Trev 120 looks 
up the location for his next 
control and Denise 350 looks 
on waiting to go out to her’s. 

Right: the lighting tower is part of the trailer and 
can be wound up by winch to full height of about 5 
mtres. 
Below: The power plant that wouldn’t run the 
microwave – but it was key-start and beautifly quiet. 

On the generator, the bracket at 
the top rear, centre supports the 
lighting boom when collapsed 

and folded over. A nifty little gadget, indeed and would possibly suit an easy to 
erect antenna mast but would need anchoring well or it would be a Monte to get 
knocked off.  Another downfall would be towing it, unless towing two trailers has 
suddenly been made legal. 
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From the top of Tower hill, where it is 
preferable to place our repeater there are 
two structures that house towers and 
while the first (shown left) might be a 
bit crowded, the ideal tower to get an 
antenna atop would be the one below. 
Firstly it is a damn sight higher and has 
a lot less causes of RF on it. 

Continued from page 5 
Jill whom I mentioned earlier was at 
this control advising us that the 
riders were not far away and Phil 73 
hadn’t called in so she covered the 
control while I rang Phil to get a 
progress report.  Unfortunately, I’d 
misled Phil and he thought it was on 
Sunday morning so was still snugly 
tucked up in bed. Anyway, he was 
up and at it within minutes and took 
over from Jill about 45 minutes later, 
which left her free to go to the Gap 
and wait for them on the next loop.  
Interestingly enough, on my way in 
after installing the repeater I tried to test the gap for comms because on the map it 
looked like it would be in the shadow of Mt Crawford but the gates were shut on 
Friday so it was left untested until Jill got there and called in Saturday morning, 
from a mobile no less so we panicked unnecessarily.  In fact, Mt. Pleasant oval 
was the only place with problems and that will be sorted by the time the Quilty 
comes around in Oct 2011.  Theoretically, Phil was supposed to move to the Gap 
after the riders had done the loop at the bridge but the course had spread out too 
much already and he hadn’t finished when Jill started seeing horses at the Gap.  
Something else to remember for the big one… Continued next month. 
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Member’s Contributions to our insanity. 
 

A man and his dog were walking 
along a road. The man was 
enjoying the scenery, when it 
suddenly occurred to him that he 
was dead. 
He remembered dying, and that the 
dog walking beside him had been 
dead for years.  He wondered where 
the road was leading them. 
After a while, they came to a high, 
white stone wall along one side of 
the road. It looked like fine marble 
was broken at the top of a long hill 
by a tall arch that glowed in the 

sunlight. 
When he was standing before it he saw a magnificent gate in the arch that looked like 
mother-of-pearl, and the street that led to the gate looked like pure gold. He and the dog 
walked toward the gate, and as he got closer, he saw a man at a desk to one side. When he 
was close enough, he called out, 'Excuse me, where are we?' 
'This is Heaven, sir,' the man answered.. 'Wow! Would you happen to have some water?' 
the man asked.  Of course sir, come right in and I'll have some ice water brought right up.  
'The man gestured, and the gate began to open. 
'Can my friend,' gesturing toward his dog, 'come in, too?' the traveller asked.  'I'm sorry, sir 
but we don't accept pets.' 
The man thought a moment and then turned back toward the road and continued the way 
he had been going with his dog. 
After another long walk, and at the top of another long hill, he came to a dirt road leading 
through a farm gate that looked as if it had never been closed. There was no fence.  As he 
approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a tree reading a book. 
'Excuse me!' he called to the man. 'Do you have any water?'  'Yeah, sure, there's a pump 
over there, come on in.' 
'How about my friend here?' the traveler gestured to the dog.  'There should be a bowl by 
the pump.' 
They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old-fashioned hand pump with 
a bowl beside it. 
The traveller filled the water bowl and took a long drink, then filled the bowl for his dog. 
When they were full, he and the dog walked back toward the man who was standing by the 
tree. 
'What do you call this place? 'the traveller asked. 
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'This is Heaven,' he answered.  'Well, that's confusing,' the traveller said. 'The man down 
the road said that was Heaven, too.' 
'Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and pearly gates? Nope. That's Hell.' 
'Doesn't it make you mad for them to use your name like that?' 
'No, they do us a favour by screening out all the folks who would leave their best friends 
behind.' 
 
When you’re having a bad day think of this. 
I was sitting at the bar staring at my drink when a large, trouble-making biker stepped up 
next to me, grabbed my drink and gulped it down in one swig.  I was staring at him in 
disbelief when he said, menacingly "Well, whatchagonna do about it?"  I had no fight in 
me at that point so I just burst into tears. 
"Come on, man," the biker says, "I didn’t think you'd CRY. I can’t stand to see a man 
crying." 
"This is the worst day of my life."  "I'm a complete failure. I was late to a meeting and my 
boss fired me. When I went to the parking lot, I found my car had been stolen and I don't 
have any insurance. I left my wallet in the cab I took home. I surprised my wife with 
another man and then my dog bit me."  
"So I came to this bar to work up the courage to put an end to it all, I bought a drink, 
dropped a capsule in and sat there waiting for the poison to dissolve; when you show up 
and drink the whole thing!  But enough about me, how's your day going?" 
 
The Stimulus package explained. 

Three contractors are bidding to fix a broken fence in Yarralumla. 
One is from Canberra, another from Melbourne, and the third one is from 
Perth . 

All three go with a government official to examine the fence.  The Canberra contractor 
takes out a tape measure and does some measuring, 
then works out some figures with a pencil. 
"Well", he says, "I figure the job will run to about $900, $400 for 
materials, $400 for my crew and $100 profit for me". 
The Melbourne contractor also does some measuring and figuring, then says 
"I can do this job for $700, $300 for materials, $300 for my crew and $100 
profit for me". 

The Perth contractor doesn't measure or figure, but leans over to the 
Government Official and whispers "$2,700".  The government official, incredulous, says 
"You didn't even measure, how did you come up with such a high figure?'  The Perth 
contractor whispers back "$1,000 for me, $1,000 for you, and we hire the bloke from 
Melbourne to fix the fence". 
"Done" replies the government official. 
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Tucks Tales; By 141: 
 
I went for a bit of a tour to the South East a couple of weeks ago, and stayed with 
my Brother In Law at Mt Gambier for 3 nights. 
He runs a logging business, cutting pine and blue gum for the local mills and also 
chipping blue gum for the Japanese trade. 
We went out one day to where his team were harvesting a stand of blue gum and I 
saw for the first time how it is done. 
The driver lines up a row of trees and moves the harvester in on its tracks, grasps 
the tree with the “head” cuts it with the inbuilt chain saw, then while still holding 
it, turns it on its side and feeds it through the head, removing bark and any side 
limbs where it is cut into 5 meter lengths ready for carting. 
Sounds difficult but from start to finish, resulting in 3 logs is about 30 seconds ! 
 

On the Sunday, I 
went down to 
Lucindale where I 
was taken out to an 
Emu Farm. 
About 700 mature 
birds were ready for 
processing into 
meat and Oil and a 
further 300 had 
already hatched for 
the next batch. 
There were a lot of 
Emu farms at one 
time, with everyone 
getting into the act, 

but many have ceased raising them leaving those still in the business, running a 
reasonably profitable operation. 
Apparently they get on fairly well until mating season, when they suddenly 
decide they don’t like all the other birds. 
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Minutes of the 326th Open Committee meeting ACRM S.A. 
Inc. 
Held on the 28th. Sept 2010, Redmond Street Collinswood S.A. 
Meeting Opened at:- 2000 hrs. The President thanked all who attended. 
Present: -29,21,228,49,48,350, 43, 44, A153. 
Apologies: -43,44,66,64,120,370,371,372,232,233. 
Visitors: -Nil 
Minutes of last Meeting:-The minutes of last meeting were read and moved 
by 21.  Seconded by 350 and carried. 
Matters Arising: -Nil 
Correspondence:- IN -10/28 to 10/30,Subs. 10/30 Insurance, 10/31 G Div 
News letter, 10/32 SAERA. 
Moved by A153, seconded by 49 and carried.  OUT:- Nil 

Reports. 
President: - Welcome to new member, Paul 490. 
Secretary: -Nil. 
Treasurer: - Running Balance $5342-06,  IN $139.00 OUT $1256.66  
Moved by 21 that report be accepted, seconded by 44 and carried. 
Training Officer: -AWOL 
Rally Coordinator: -Nil. 
Social Secretary: -Thanked all and explained Hamper tickets were going 
well. 
Resources Officer: -Nil. 
General Business: -Nil. 
 
Next Meeting:-October 27th. 
Meeting Closed:-2015 hrs. 
Lucky envelopes and supper. 
 
Editor:  Doug 29 (Secretary) is in the Royal Adelaide and thus the minutes were 
taken from my notes. 
If they prove to be in error the official minutes will be printed next month.  I was 
not privvy to the attendace record either so some error may be present there also. 
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Crossword Puzzle Chris 49 
Answers next month. 

               ACROSS  
  1. Spotted dogs. 
  6. Road (abbrev). 
  8. Flowers. 
10. Also. 
11. Attain 
12.Smallest amount. 
15. Exclamation 
16. Unity. 
17. Put words on paper. 
18. Prefix (three). 
20. Arrest. 
22. Powerful towing craft. 
24. Opposite of stop 
25. Garment creator. 
 
                DOWN 
  1. Two-car speed contest. 
  2. Axe–like tool. 
  3. Devoured. 
  4. Small map illustration. 
  5. Mesh. 
  7. Sport player. 
  9. Book of maps. 
13. Man’s title. 
14. Housie Housie. 
17. Liver pastes. 
19. Fury. 
21. Veto. 
23. Chewy. 
 

You know what they say about Locals helping locals.  Well in the case of these 
companies it is certainly true.  Apart from an old stalwart, Foodland @ Gawler, It is 
a pleasure to welcome some new sponsors. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Robern Menz, Office Works, 
Maccas & K Mart.  Their 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Please show your support by 
supporting them. 
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 GAWLER SECONDHAND TRADERS 
14 Fifteenth St, 

GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone 8523 3566 

 
If it’s Secondhand you’re seeking, give us a try first 

and even if it is not, come in anyway. 
 

Furniture, home wares, curios and knick-knacks. 
Something for everyone. 


