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Editorial for the Communicator must reach the Editor on or before the third Thursday of the month 
for inclusion in that month’s issue.  Any and all articles are welcome, however the editors reserve 
the right to vet suitability for publication. 
To submit articles, items for publication, letters to the editor or to ask questions of our technical 
writers, please address all correspondence to The Editor at the address shown on the front cover or 
via email to phil48@adam.com.au.  If you know of anyone who wants to advertise in the 
Communicator, space and charges are available on request, speak to a committee member for more 
information. 
 

ACRM SA Inc   c\- Chris or Phil 08 8522 6081. 
Editors Phil Richards   08 8522 6081. e-mail:- phil48@adam.com.au 
  Chris Richards  08 8522 6081. e-mail:- chris49@adam.com.au 

 Graham Tucker  08 8523 1082. e-mail:- tucktwo@twpo.com.au 
Webmaster Adrian Menzel  08 8581 7149. e-mail:- akmen@bigpond.com 
Or via our postal address, PO Box 69 Smithfield Plains SA 5114 

                                 Meeting dates. 
ACRM SA Inc. meetings are on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month. 

ACRM SA Inc. January’s will be the 25th at 20:00 Hrs. 
The AGM in February will be on the 22nd. 

. 
Gawler/Barossa general meetings are on the THIRD TUESDAY of each month. 

Also no meeting in Dec. 
Next meeting 15th Feb 2011 
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PRESSIE’S PRATTLE; Phil 48: 
 
Okay so Christmas has been and the New year is here and while a bit of luck 
helps, it is really up to us to shape the next 12 months.  Firstly, I hope we have a 
rapid decline in the loss of member’s and or their families and hope good health 
prevails. 
Over the last 12 months ETSA has been fairly good to us, by way of brown-outs 
but Christmas Morning they dropped a bombshell at 8.00am, on the dot, all the 
lights went out (and power too obviously).  “Shit” was probably the cleanest 
expletive I used because I was in the shower when things went black.  Chris was 
about to whip some cream for the Pavlova and put final touches to the feast we 
would all be devouring in a few hours time, so the air was a bit blue in the 
kitchen too.  Fortunately, after 60 odd years, I knew where the body bits were so 

finishing the shower was a doddle. 
After dressing and listening to the UPS’ 
peeping their heads off for a while, I shut 
down the computers and turned off both 
UPS’.  In order to continue getting ready 
for Xmas Dinner I decided to start the 
little generator up and at least we could 
have lights.  With a Pav begging to 
finished, Chris tried the beater on the 
generator as well and it worked so she set 
about whipping the cream.  In the 
meantime, Chris’ Mum rang to say “It’s 
on the radio and they hope to have the 
power restored by 1.00pm.”  She had no 
sooner said that when the power came 
back on, around 9.30am, much to Chris’ 
delight as the beater, running on the 
emergency power was not whipping the 
cream and the pavlova was looking pretty 
bleak – but with the power restored and 
the beater hitting top speed the cream 

now started to stiffen and a much happier Chris, continued preparing to her 
heart’s content. 
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Usually when a power outage occurs in Gawler, only some areas are affected but 
all the lights across the road (at the new shopping centre) were out too.  When 
our power returned over the road was still out.  Apart from the servo, there was 
probably not much open on Chrissy morning anyway. 
 

What is that thing? 
 In last month’s Communicator we ran a competition to see if any of you 
knew what the strange object was that protruded from the ACRM van and John 
232 won the bottle of plonk.  There was a bottle available for the first member 
who has the Communicator posted and one for the first email reader.  John’s was 
for the email category but the post readers needn’t bother writing in now as the 
answer is printed here. 
The thing is a solar panel to charge batteries (I presume) for the shelter that is at 
Starkeys campground. 

Most thought it was some  
type of Satellite system but 
closer inspection showed it attached to the ground and not the caravan. 
 

Treasure Trove; Chris 49: 
After 10 or more years of designing a crossword around the original grid, 48 has 
decided it was time for a change so the Christmas break was put to good use and 
a new grid has been made up.  You will find the crossword in the new format on 
page 13 and we hope you like it. 

RALLY ROUNDUP; Nev 228: 
The Calendar should outline most of our events this year so please browse it and 
contact me with details of the events you can do. 

SOCIALLY SPEAKING (Soc-Sec & PRO) Denise 350 
I would like to say how great it was to see the turnout at the November meeting.  
Some old faces and new, which is an encouraging sign as the club could surely 
use some new blood. 

The Shelter 
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AGM REQUIREMENTS. 
One month’s notification of nominees for Committee positions: 
Executive Committee: 
President:  Phil 48. 
Secretary:  Graham 141. 
Treasurer:  Chris 49. 
4 Committee  Positions: 
Training Officer: John 22 
Resources Officer:  Graham 44. 
Rally Coordinator: Neville 228. 
Social Sec/ PRO:  Denise 350. 
Outgoing due to untimely death; Secretary (Doug 29). 
Graham 141 was asked if he would be prepared to take on a Committee position 
again and he agreed, thus the nomination for Secretary. 
 
AGENDA for SPECIAL MEETING: 
Policy changes:- Nil. 
Subscriptions:- After discussion recommendation to remain the same and review 
in 12 months. 
Recommendations for any other discussion. 
Only agendered items will be discussed at the Special Meeting. 
 
 

Letters to the Editor. 
My Uncle Doug by Tracey 66 
 

ouglas James McKay. 
oug McKay was a very gifted man, cherished and loved by every life he touched. 
While being a member of the Charlie Baker club, REACT and ACRM amongst 
other radio clubs, he was a Boy Scout leader for many years and loved every 

minute of it.  Uncle Doug’s love of helping did not stop there; he gave time to Community 
Services, helping young people with problems find the right path. 
While at times he was stubborn, he was always very fair and understanding with all the 
time in the world for others.  I can be just as stubborn and I remember some ripper 

D
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discussions (as we called them) where we heartily disagreed but always left with a kind 
word and a smile. 

Uncle Doug was also in the Royal Australian Army; he did various jobs for them 
and was very proud of his Country, finding it a privilege to serve it. After the Army he 
worked on the Snowy Mountains River Scheme in NSW. 

Uncle Doug was a talented carpenter and for many years worked in this profession.  
He worked passionately with wood and was always willing to help and teach others in the 
craft.  He had the patience of Joéb when teaching others and an understanding far beyond 
his years. 

Uncle Doug was a big brother to many and an Uncle to so many others.  He was 
always very generous with his love and smiles.  His humour and wit were like no others. 
Uncle Doug could hold a conversation with all generations, from sitting with a two year-
old to having a joke and laugh with a 90 year-old. 

Uncle Doug was a lover of the arts, from classical music and operettas, to oil 
paintings and drawings, the theatre and architecture.  He loved history and trains but had a 
penchant for movies, both old and new.  He was a regular at several libraries and always 
found something new to learn or tickle his fancy. 

The people, who spent the last years of Uncle Doug’s life with him, could not have 
loved him more if he were blood related.  He was a very big part of a family who loved 
and adored him.  We all got together every Thursday and we never missed birthdays.  
Easter was usually at the beach with Uncle Doug cooking the BBQ (he loved cooking) and 
for Christmas usually ending up down at the beach and jetty fishing and crabbing (not that 
we ever caught much) but we had the time of our lives.  Uncle Doug loved trying new 
foods from other cultures ranging from Italian to Asian and even middle eastern, loving 
Lebanese and Moroccan a lot.  For his birthday each year I made him Lasagne and a cake 
of some description.  It was the only thing he wanted to eat. 

Through the years uncle Doug has been there to see births and watch them grow 
into adults, always there to lend a helping hand along the way. 

Uncle Doug often spoke of his mother and the love he had for her.  He cared for 
her in her declining years and his love and respect for her never waned or faded. 

Uncle Doug loved his cat and was devastated when it died at the very old age of 20 
plus years, just a few months’ back.  He also loved his dogs, Jemma and Roxy; they were 
his babies and miss him very much. 
I have made a promise to look after them until they are again reunited and this promise I 
will keep.  Uncle Doug is at peace now, together with his beloved parents, his cat and all 
who have gone before him.  Rest in Peace Uncle Doug, we love you and we are all the 
richer for your love and guidance.  It has been a privilege knowing you and you will 
always remain in our hearts. 



_____________________________________________________________________ 

                               The Communicator, Copyright.  ©  ACRM SA Inc.               Page { 
PAGE } 

        LAST MONTH’S 
CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
 

  1        2                                      3                  4                 5 
      C       A       R       N      A       T        I        O       N      S 
    6                                                                                     7 
      H       I                           I                 D               O                N 
    8                   9                                                       10 
      I       D      E      A     L        L      Y              D     Y      E 
    11 

     N      E      W                                L                                A 
  

                        12                         13                         14  
     C               E       Q      U      A     L               C               P 
   15                                                                           16 
     H       E      R                       G                        A       D      O 
                                      17 
     I                  S             D       O     R     I         C               L 
                                                                                18       19 
     L                                 I                                  A      B      I  
   20              21              22              23   
     L       A      P               C      H     E       R     O      O     T 
                                                                                                24 
     A               E               E               T                        N     A 
             25  
              P      R      E       D      I       C      T       I       O     N 

 
WANTED TO SELL, BUY OR 

EXCHANGE 
 
For Sale:- Driza-Bone in good condition, Size XXS, Chest 90 cm,  $25 ono. Please 
contact Chris 49 for more information.  (08) 85226081. 
 
For Sale: Hills 30 metre Tower, complete with winch, guys and all fittings in TOP 
Condition:- $800. ono.  Also five x 30 metre lengths RG213 coaxial cable:- $100 ono.  
For information on these items contact Ian 62 on 8255 9646 
 
For Sale: Rear springs (new) to suit SWB Land Rover Series III.  $80 ea.  Contact Lyall 
190 on 8834 2137 
 
Wanted:  Left hand front and rear doors to suit 1993 L Series Subaru Station Sedan. 
Please contact Lyall 190 on 8834 2137 
 
Wanted:  1 set of quartz spotlights.  Contact Lyall 190 on 8834 2137 
 

Wanted to sell, buy or exchange ads are free to members.  Please contact a committee 
member or send your ad to The Editor at the address on the cover or email it direct to 
ACRM c/- phil48@adam.com.au. 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS  
 
Birthday greetings for February 
go to: 
Eric 38 for the 15th, 
Lyall 190 for the 20th and 
Robert 144 for the 29th. 
 
An apology to John 232 for last month’s 
faux pas, which saw him listed as the 27th 
and not the 25th of January, Sorry John. 
 Also apologies to Denise 350, 
whose birthday on the 27th Oct got 
forgotten completely.  Sorry denise. 
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PLACES & FACES.  A trip down memory lane. 
Here are is a collection of pictures that go back years and up until now have only 
seen reproduction in monotone (black & white).  I think you will agree, they have 
been begging for colour to come along. 

The date stamp on the photos is 
Jan 1980 so I guess the Place is 
Robertstown 1979.  The photos 
were sent in by Graham & 
Elaine (44 & 43).  Their shelter 
is in the rear and shows a typical 
setup for the time, we hadn’t 
gone soft then relying on 
caravans. 
In the foreground are the 
controllers with a bike in 
control. 
Even the control was simple then 

 
In This picture, Elaine 43 is 
at the table and Graham 44 
(Grump) is in the rear with a 
rare shot of Doug 29 on the 
right – long before he had 
even joined ACRM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The bare necessities. 
Nothing flash but more than 
adequate. 
Battery operated Fluoro, 
Torch for emergency, a table 
& chair, paperwork and 
radio at the ready. 
There were no such things as 
mobile phones then so the 
emphasis was on making 
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sure your station worked, for the safety of all. 
 

Also a bit historical is this gadget called Infoterm.  It 
was able to get info from the program we ran the 
events with and display the info on a particular rider 
when prompted by an interested party.  
Unfortunately, kids were into stuffing around with 
computers at the time and I got sick of writing 
routines to stop the little Sebastian’s from hacking it.  
Instead of being able to leave the thing in an 
accessible area to the public, we had to guard it, 
rendering it useless.  At that time main control spent 
as much time answering questions as we did running 
the show and InfoTerm, when working, was taking 
the brunt of the enquiries away from us. 
 Infoterm consisted of a small hard drive, an 
old Pentium II mother board and a numeric keypad, 
by which a person could enter a rider’s number or 
scroll through some choices, press enter and get info, 
via Ethernet, from the main computer.  

Here is another blast from the 
past.  The ACRM Van.  After 
owning 2 other vans (modified 
caravans), We aquired this one 
(ex Coast Guard) and fitted it 
out to suit us in about 1985.  
Comfort was sacrificed for 
practicability and therefore 
while it was great for comms, 
there were no beds.  In the end 
a camp stretcher was used on 
the floor and if a second person 
needed to get some kip the map 
table at the end of the van was 
big enough to cater for one 

extra.  But it was cosy and with the bare necessities, water and a gas stove, it was liveable.  
Eric 38 and Tuck 141 had the unenviable job of running the 24 Hour (initially as relay and 
then repeater) from the van on many occasions and although the outside air was probably 
around 2º below those two had the van at what they called comfortable, a stifling 28-30º.  I 
had to go out one time in the Beast to fix an antenna or something and was offered a coffee 
if I came back past the Repeater location.  The offer was too tempting to refuse so in I 
went but was immediately repelled by the heat and didn’t stay long, I think main called me 
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was the excuse.  Never mind, they were happy and after all, it wasn’t me stuck up on the 
hill.                                                            Continued Page 10. 

Tucks Tales; By 141 
Over the New Year weekend, I had one of my nieces and her family from 

Victoria staying for a few days. 
I took them around the Barossa and down to Victor Harbour to catch up 

with Cousins and uncles and on the Monday they returned to “Mexico” 
 
I had intended to go over during the second week of February to catch up 

with my sister who is in a Nursing Home with a form of Dementia but on their 
arrival home they found that Dot ( my sister) had experienced two falls and was 
“Not in good shape.”  So, on to the internet, look up the booking number and a 
quick change of flight times to go last Monday, the 10th. 

 
I was picked up at Tullamarine 

and taken to my niece’s home at Altona 
and on Tuesday I went up to Emerald 
where I found Dot in fine form and 
although away with the fairies, quite 
physically sound.  It’s amazing how the 
oldies bounce back. 

 
On Tuesday, we went to the 

Point Cook Air Force Museum – an 
amazing place with many examples of 
our fighting aircraft, and with a team of 
mainly volunteers running the show. 
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ACRM Van continued from Page 8. 
On one occasion, the 24 saw them on Mt Rufus on the Northern side of the Telstra Hut 
with the van violently moving about so much in the strong wind that Eric roped the van to 
the building, they were convinced the van was going to be blown off the hill. 
Two other members made the Van their home on many occasions and that was John 232, 
who towed it to Robertstown regularly and Andrew 11 who mastered the art of being the 
human bucket-mouth filter for the repeater.  Its ancient history now but all our comms 
were originally done on vacant CB repeater channels and Dotac would allocate us a free 
channel for the area we were in.  Within 10 minutes of firing up the repeater, some 
Bucket-mouth would be there giving us grief.  I’ve never figured out why people sat on 
vacant CB repeater channels waiting for a repeater to suddenly fire up in their area.  The 
upshot of this story is to explain how the repeater and the filter worked.  Presuming 
everyone is aware what a repeater does, I’ll skip that bit and explain that when our 
repeater got a signal it retransmitted it on a channel 30 channels higher (just like a normal 
repeater) but ours had a switch that disabled the transmit, so only the receive worked and 
if the signal was a bucket-mouth the operator in the van left the switch off but if a legit call 
was made, he turned the transmit on and all was normal.  The monitors were all aware that 
in situations like this there was a likelihood that the repeater was off so they were 
instructed to call twice and our man on the switch, recognising the station, had the transmit 
switch on before the second part of the call went out and safety was again established.  At 
the time this was going on, the necessity to use a monitor for this purpose was anti-
productive as the monitor could be more purposely put to use elsewhere.  Why were the 
bucket-mouths such a problem?  Obviously, any interruption to our service was an 
inconvenience but some of the callers purported to be controls or other officials and asked 
for ambulances and/or other resources to be sent on wild goose-chases.  Mainly it was a 
total disruption to the service we provided and that was safety.  After a few years of things 
getting out of hand and the authorities admitting there was nothing they could do about it, 
talks were begun about using private channels and the idea was met favourably.  For a 
little while, a monitor was still allocated to baby-sit the repeater in case of problems but it 
was soon established that it was reliable enough to leave unmanned, provided it was in a 
secure location. 
At one event, no one picked any loss in signal but the next day it was discovered that the 
antenna had come down some time during the night and the Pole etc even while laying on 
the ground was performing well. 
It was the one and only time we have lost the mast in strong winds and it gave rise to the 
fitment of 3 sets of guy wires when/if necessary. 
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MEMBERS CONTRIBUTION TO OUR INSANITIY: 
 

Just another Blonde joke – I don’t think so!! 
A lawyer boarded an airplane in New Orleans with a box of frozen crabs and asked 

a blonde stewardess to take care of them for him. 
She took the box and promised to put it in the crew's refrigerator. He advised her that he 
was holding her personally responsible for them staying frozen, mentioning in a very 
haughty manner that he was a lawyer, and proceeded to rant at her about what would 
happen if she let them thaw out. 
Needless to say, she was annoyed by his behaviour. 
Shortly before landing in New York , she used the intercom to announce to the entire 
cabin, "Would the gentleman who gave me the crabs in New Orleans please raise your 
hand?" 
Not one hand went up ... So she took them home and ate them. 
 
The moral: 
*1. Lawyers aren't as smart as they think they are. 
*2. Blondes aren't as dumb as most folk think. 
 
Dangling Participle 
 
On his 65th birthday, Pete got a gift certificate from his wife Molly.  The certificate paid 
for a visit to a medicine man living on a nearby reservation, who was rumoured to have a 
cure for erectile dysfunction. 
After being persuaded, Pete drove to the reservation & handed his gift certificate to the 
medicine man. 
The medicine man produced a potion, handed it to Pete, & with a grip on his shoulder, 
warned, "This is powerful medicine & it must be respected. You take only one teaspoonful 
& then say '1-2-3.' 
When you do that, you will become more manly than you have ever been in your life & 
you will be able to perform for as long as you want."  Pete was encouraged.  As he walked 
away, he turned & asked,  "How do I stop the medicine from working?"  The medicine 
man responded, "Your partner must say '1-2-3-4' but when she does, the medicine will not 
work again until the next full moon." 
Eager to see if it would work, Pete went home, showered, shaved, took a spoonful of the 
medicine & then invited his wife to join him in the bedroom. When she came in, he took 
off his clothes & said, "1-2-3".  Immediately, he was the manliest of men. 
His wife was excited & began throwing off her clothes. And then she asked, "What was 
the 1-2-3 for love?" 
That, boys & girls, is why we should never end our sentences with a preposition...Because 
we could end up with a dangling participle.
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Minutes of the Special Committee meeting ACRM S.A. Inc. 
Held on the 16th Jan, 480 Main North Rd Evanston Park. S.A. 
Meeting opened:- 13.00 hrs, president welcomed all. 
Present ; 48,49,44,228,350. 
Apologies:- 22 
Visitor 227. 
Minutes of previous meeting:- Read by 228 ,moved 350, 2nd by 44 and carried. 
Correspondence in:- 1/11 Gawler ACRM News letter, 2/11subs 73/74,3/11 bank 
statement, 4/11 SAERA, 5/11 Gawler ACRM card, 6/11 ACRM W A card, 7/11 Bank SA 
OUT ;9/10 sympathy card 232& 233, 10-17/10 Christmas cards. 
Correspondence Accepted:- Moved by 44, 2nd by 49 and carried. 

REPORTS 
PRESIDENT. Discussion re drive for new members, need people to do events. 
INTERIM SECRETARY:- NIL 
TREASURER'S Report:- BALANCE $5642-94 , in $833-80, out $1468-92. 
Post Office box key and all previous ACRM records held by the secretary at time of his 
death, were in  the possession of the Public Trustee.  When we contacted them with a 
request for their return, we were made aware that they had been destroyed. 
The Treasurer now has the only key to the P.O. box. Another can be purchased for $7. 
CLOSE OF BOOKS:-  31st Jan 2011. 
Treasurers Report accepted:- Moved by 228, 2nd 350 & carried. 
TRAINING OFFICER:-  Nil, absent with apology. 
RALLY CO-ORDINATOR:- brief discussion re 2011 events, interim Calander provided 
by 48/49. 
President advised the Quilty would require radios for their people and a separate channel 
for the event. A higher donation was Suggested to ACRM and would be appropriate. We 
would need to find more monitors for the event. 
SOCIAL SECRETARY confirmed a Mothers Day raffle and to purchase books as needed. 
RESOURCES OFFICER nil 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
Life Membership was discussed.  Service Awards discussed. 
Phoned 141 and after very short discussion (a few seconds) 
he agreed to stand for secretary. 
Annual subscriptions discussed ,as our expenses are not increasing significantly, no 
increase in subscriptions is needed at this time. 
Denise 350 is happy to continue as tea lady. 
 
Meeting closed at 15;28hrs.
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Crossword Puzzle Chris 49 
Answers next month. 

You know what they say about Locals helping locals.  Well in the case of these 
companies it is certainly true.  Apart from an old stalwart, Foodland @ Gawler, It is 
a pleasure to welcome some new sponsors. 

 
 

 

 {{{{ EMBED Word.Picture.8  }}}} 

Robern Menz, OfficeWorks, 
Maccas & K Mart.   Their 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Please show your support by 
supporting them. 

ACROSS 
1. Post. 
3. Punctures. 
9. Coloured Arch. 
10. Icon. 
11. Knowledgable 
13. Shiny. 
15. Photo taker. 
17. Email protection. 
20. Tree-sap. 
21. Soso, on par. 
22. Enjoys hurting others. 
23. Not more. 

DOWN 
1. Matrimony. 
2. Fool 
4. Upholders of the law. 
5. Personal timepieces. 
6. Ignorant. 
7. Tennis player rank. 
8. Total destruction (pl). 
12. Wailing spirits. 
14. Acted against. 
16. It neutralizes acid. 
18. Gladden. 
19. Ladies undergarment. 
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 GAWLER SECONDHAND TRADERS 

2-4 Fifteenth St, 
GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone 8523 3566 

 
If it’s Secondhand you’re seeking, give us a try first 

and even if it is not, come in anyway. 
 

Furniture, home wares, curios and knick-knacks. 
Something for everyone. 


