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PRESSIE’S PRATTLE. Goodbye 2011 & battery sagas.   2. 
RALLY ROUND UP. What’s been & what’s coming.  .2. 
TREASURE TROVE Hamper drawn & won.   2. 
RIDE RAMBLEINGS Reflection a windy, wet 24.   4. 
IT WAS A BIT WINDY 232 puts the breeze into perspective.   5. 
TUCK’S TALES Volunteers & slowing down.   5. 
CROSSWORD. Last month’s crossword answers.   6. 
GREETINGS. Birthday wishes to our November members.   6. 
CLASSIFIEDS. Member’s sell, buy or exchange.   6. 
TECH TIPS The battery issue is far from dead.   7. 
MEMBER’S BIT. Member’s Contributions to our insanity.   8. 
MINUTES. Of October’s OCM 2011.  13. 
IN THE KITCHEN. A yummy from WA and other delights  14. 
CROSSWORD. This Month’s X word.  13. 
 
Editorial for the Communicator must reach the Editor on or before the third Thursday of 
the month for inclusion in that month’s issue.  Any and all articles are welcome, however 
the editors reserve the right to vet suitability for publication. 
To submit articles, items for publication, letters to the editor or to ask questions of our 
technical writers, please address all correspondence to The Editor at the address shown on 
the front cover or via email to phil48@adam.com.au.  If you know of anyone who wants 
to advertise in the Communicator, space and charges are available on request, speak to a 
committee member for more information. 
 
ACRM SA Inc. c\- Chris or Phil 08 8522 6081. 
Editors  Phil Richards  08 8522 6081  e-mail:- phil48@adam.com.au 
   Chris Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- chris49@adam.com.au 

  Graham Tucker 08 8523 1082  e-mail:- tucktwo@twpo.com.au 
Webmaster  Adrian Menzel 08 8581 7149  e-mail:- akmen@bigpond.com 
Or via our postal address, PO Box 69 Smithfield Plains SA 5114 
 

                                 Meeting dates. 
ACRM SA Inc. meetings are on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month. 

ACRM SA Inc.  There is no December Meeting.  January’ s meeting will be the 24th 
Gawler/Barossa general meetings are on the THIRD TUESDAY of each month. 

Next meeting will be January 17th 2012. 



________________________________________________________________________ 
                                The Communicator, Copyright.  ©  ACRM SA Inc.               Page 2 

PRESSIE’S PRATTLE; Phil 48: 
 
Okay so its say goodbye to 2011 and hello to 2012.  I’d like to showcase the year 
in pictures but my new years resolution is to continue to conserve ink (toner) in 
the laser printer and keep colour to a minimum. 
I will say though, 2011 would have to be one of our busiest years ever and I guess 
culminating in the Quilty made sure of that.  However, I can’t think of anything 
I’d want to change because although busy it has been one of the most enjoyable. 
We had some very good events, motor sport and horse with a few new members 
joining to help out, making things a lot easier and I’m looking forward to 2012 to 
do it all again.  If I had to pick one thing that spoilt the year it would have to be 
the last minute ring around by either me or the Rally co-ord, almost begging for 
members to help at events.  I’ve had promises from many members saying they 
wish to be more active this year and with promises like that; filling the spots at 
rides should be much easier.  Ironically, having said that, the ride calendar for 
SAERA is to say the least sparse for 2012 and you could count the confirmed 
rides on one hand at this point.  I’ve sort of nicked Nev’s thunder at the moment 
so I may as well continue.  The intention was to produce a calendar that started at 
the beginning of 2012 but with buggerall to include it will be February’s mailout 
next month before it is useable. 
 

RALLY ROUND UP; Nev 228: 
With the calendar being a bit light on we will update you via the Communicator, 
as rides become known.  In the meantime, thanks for all the assistance throughout 
the year and I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 
TREASURE TROVE; Chris 49: 

Happily I can hand the second hat back now as 
Denise and Jeff are back from their 
honeymoon and she is raring (I hope) to get 
going again.  In her absence we held the draw 
at the November Meeting and it was a member 
who won the hamper this year.  For the first 
time in years I didn’t have to take the Hamper 
home again for delivery at a later time because 
the winner Elaine 43 was there to accept it.  A 
late minute second prize was donated and 
Tuck 141 won that.  It was a great effort that 

Elaine accepting her 2011 Hamper. 
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made the hamper a success so to all, I say thank you. Congratulations Elaine and 
Graham. 
The Winning Hamper ticket number was 423 and the booby prize (Pseudo 
second) won by Graham was ticket number 128. 
After the Hamper had been bought and finalised with all donations included, Trev 
120 came up with some red and white wine to add to it.  So it was decided to keep 
the hamper as is and make the wine a sort of second prize, even though it had not 
been listed on the tickets.  One of Daryl and Lynda’s kids, Shantel, being the only 
visitor there that night was asked to do the draw and Elaine is very happy she did.  
Elaine said that this may mean the start of a better year, she says “Its about time 
my luck changed a bit, ” then giggled and finished it of with, “and CRISCO 
comes tomorrow too.” 
With her problems, health and family, I wish for a better year for you too and if 
they can work some miracles with Tracey, it may just happen. 
 
Like the rest of us, I’d like to thank everyone for your assistance throughout the 
year and wish all a Merry Christmas and a sincere wish for a prosperous New 
Year. 
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RIDE RAMBLINGS (Motor cycle not horse), Phil48 
Shmidt Control 

24 hour 09. 
After a blow during the 
night, many controls 
were left in a state of 
disrepair and this shot 
shows typical damage. 
Photo courtesy Bill G75 
 
Just managing to keep 
the lid on things at 
Loffler Control 09 
Also affected by the 
blow was Loffler 
Photos courtesy John 232 (see his 
Write-up next page. 
Unless the wind takes the Ford with 
it, the tarps seem to be there to stay 
now. 
Note the orange/brown cable tied to 
the front wheel, it is an extension 
lead. 
While on the subject of extension 
cords, a strange thing happened at 
Roos, where Doug 29 and Graham 

44 were.  When things blew there the 
whole tent went for a flight and it was 
only the extension cord that it got 
caught in that stopped the whole thing 
from blowing away.  I remember 
Doug commenting that it was like a 
kite at the end of its string and all 
hoping that nothing broke before the 
tent came back to earth long enough 
for it to be jumped on. 
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It got a bit windy, by John 232: 
 
After heavy overnight rain the last couple of kilometres into Loffler control were very soft and 
slippery. I had no problems, having 4WD, but several of the Atujara members in conventional 
vehicles slid off the road and hit the embankment. There was very little flat area so the control 
was set up alongside a crop, a section of fence having been removed to allow the competitors 
to cross a narrow strip of crop after leaving control.  Around the control there were numerous 
wombat burrows. I had never seen these before and I was surprised at the enormous size of 
them. I think the little buggers must use backhoes or Bob Cats. 
Having worked with Atujara on 18 previous occasions we each knew what the other was doing 
and everything was set up very quickly. Apart from the early repeater problems the only other 
problem was the strong wind that got worse as the event progressed. The Atujara tent has an 
awning about 7 or 8 metres long attached to the front of it. During the night the pegs holding 
the guy ropes kept pulling out of the soft ground. The cure was to drive the SA Motorcycles ute 
into place and tie all the ropes to the tie down rails of the ute. Later the awning started tearing 
and, having no spare ropes, extension cables were used to hold things in place until the awning 
could be safely removed after daylight. Obviously from radio reports other controls suffered 
badly due to the wind. It might not have been the windiest 24 hour ever but it must rate fairly 
high on the list. 
Apart from these dramas the whole event passed quite smoothly, no broken down bikes at the 
control, no lost bikes in the section etc. By the morning the wind had dried the access road and 
the surface was firm making it easier for the riders through the transport section. 
The organisation from the 24 Hour people seemed to be good. The performance of the ACRM 
Main Control Team was to the usual high standard. Thanks folks. 
 

Tucks Tales By 141 
 
 The last line of last months Tales said that I could expect to get another reminder from 
El Presidente for a mag article. 
 Having just arrived home from the second Christmas party today, I unwisely checked 
my emails and guess what! 
 So what do I write about?  It’s approaching Christmas so that seems a good place to 
start, as I am caught up in the same merry-go-round that most of us are at this time of year…If 
it’s not parties, retired staff lunches etc, its shopping for gifts ( What should I get for Him, Her 
Them) and sending out Christmas Cards. 
 I have another lunch tomorrow (Monday), then one on Wednesday another Thursday, 
then a change of pace on the weekend with a 21st birthday Saturday and my brothers 90th on 
Sunday. 
 Guess what? Next week no parties! 
 To be on the safe side I will log out of this with just a few more words. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 
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        LAST MONTH’S 
 CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
 

   A  L  P  S       B  L  A  C  K O   U  T 
   N      L      D      O      L       P      A 
   C  H  A T  E  A  U      A B  E  T  S 
   E       Z      N      F       I       R      K 
  S  H  A  V  I   N G  C  R  E A  M 
  T               C      E      V      T      C 
   O R  I   G  I  N      B  O  L  E  R  O 
  R      M     E       C      Y               N 
        F  A  I   N  T  H  E  A  R  T  E  D 
  F       G      C      O      N       I       E 
  A  L  I   B   I   O  O  C  T  A G  O  N 
  N      N      E      S       S      E       S 
   G R  E  A  S   I   E  R      F  R  E  E 

 
WANTED TO SELL, BUY OR 

EXCHANGE 
 
Wanted to sell. 
Ford 1996 EF Fairmont Ghia Sedan, 4.0L Tickford Engine, Rear Wheel Drive, Unleaded, 4 Speed 
Auto, 219,000 Km's, Power Windows & Mirrors, Cruise Control, tow bar. 
CD Player & 6 Stacker, Registered until December 2011 
$4500 ONO.  Phone Lisa 333 on 0408 894 079 for viewing or more info. 
 
Wanted to Sell 
Holden 1995 VS International Statesman, 5.0L V8 Engine, Unleaded, 4 Speed Auto, Rear Wheel 
Drive, Power Windows & Mirrors, Tinted Windows.  17" Calais International Rims, Sun Roof, 
Cruise Control and Climate Control Air Conditioning.  DVD Player. 
Not Registered. 
$6,000 ONO 
Phone Lisa 333 on 0408 894 079 for viewing or more info. 
 
 
Wanted to sell, buy or exchange ads are free to members.  Please contact a committee member or 
send your ad to The Editor at the address on the cover or email it direct to ACRM c/- 
phil48@adam.com.au. 
 

GREETINGS 
Birthday Greets for January go to: 
Bill 93  for the 4th, 
Bruce 14 for the 13th, 
Libby 68 & Keith 207 for the 24th 
and 
Di 74  for the 27th 
 
We wish you all a great day – or 
night... Or both 
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Tech Tips; Phil 48 
 

I know I said the battery debate was dead but it needs to be said that thus far the 
C-Tek charger is keeping things going well.  I’ve also been introduced to a similar 
type charger, branded Powertech and is a cheaper product.  It also offers more 
bang for the buck by being more versatile, the MB-3606 also does 24 volt and is 
well suited to all modes of lead-acid batteries, including Calcium and Gel-Cell. 
They do however have a quirk which is that in order to work properly they rely on 
sensing when the battery is charged so they can switch to maintenance mode and 
keep the battery topped up – not over-charged.  What can happen when a battery 
is used for the purpose of powering a repeater or some other item that is on all the 
time with a small constant power drain, the charger never senses a full charge, 
preventing it from switching to maintenance mode and in turn over charges the 
battery.  In order to test this theory I’ve replaced the LM (Low Maintenance) 
battery with a normal Lead/acid so I can keep an eye on what is happening with a 
hydrometer as well as gauges.  The LM battery I use has no visible water/acid 
holes but the standard battery does so I’ll keep you posted. 
 
I’ve been getting a lot of UHF sets in for repair lately with Protection diodes 
blown.  I use the term protection diode now because it isn’t always a reverse 
polarity mistake that causes it.  In fact I’ve almost got into arguments over the fact 
that the customer had definitely not wired the set wrong and in many cases it was 
a set that had been working fine and one day blew a fuse.  Modern sets use a 
zener diode in the role of protection diode because it serves two purposes it will 
protect the set from reverse polarity but will also protect the set if alternator 
voltage goes high and its not uncommon for an alternator to go flat out if for any 
reason the regulator has a hernia.  Early zeners were 16 volt but a change to 18 
volt has meant a lot less blown diodes.  The reason for the diode is that when used 
with a correct value fuse it will cause the fuse to blow and is the reason why you 
should never increase the fuse amperage.  Yep you may stop the fuse blowing but 
by that stage the diode in the radio will have gone open circuit and left the radio 
susceptible to serious damage.  Rule number two; NEVER run the radio without a 
fuse in line and never use silver paper to wrap around the fuse or use a nail to 
make an emergency fuse. 
If for some reason you discover a blown fuse, warning bells in your head should tell you 
something is wrong and that something caused it.  Have it checked and rectified 
immediately. 
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MEMBERS CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR INSANITY: 
 
An elderly couple had dinner at another couple's house, and after eating, the wives left 
the table and went into the kitchen.  
The two gentlemen were talking, and one said, 'Last night we went out to a new 
restaurant and it was really great.. I would recommend it very highly.'  
The other man said, 'What is the name of the restaurant?'  
The first man thought and thought and finally said, 'What is the name of that flower 
you give to someone you love?  
You know.... The one that's red and has thorns.'  
'Do you mean a rose?' 
'Yes, that's the one,' replied the man. He then turned towards the kitchen and yelled, 
'Rose, what's the name of that restaurant we went to last night?'  
 
********************** 
Hospital regulations require a wheel chair for patients being discharged. However, 
while working as a student nurse, I found one elderly gentleman already dressed and 
sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his feet, who insisted he didn't need my help to 
leave the hospital.  
After a chat about rules being rules, he reluctantly let me wheel him to the elevator.  
On the way down I asked him if his wife was meeting him.  
'I don't know,' he said. 'She's still upstairs in the bathroom changing out of her 
hospital gown.'  
 
**********************  
Later that night, while watching TV, the old man gets up from his chair. 'Want 
anything while I'm in the kitchen?' he asks.  
'Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?'  
'Sure..'  
'Don't you think you should write it down so you can remember it?' she asks.  
'No, I can remember it.'  
'Well, I'd like some strawberries on top, too. Maybe you should write it down, so not 
to forget it?'  
He says, 'I can remember that. You want a bowl of ice cream with strawberries.'  
'I'd also like whipped cream. I'm certain you'll forget that, write it down?' she asks.  
Irritated, he says, 'I don't need to write it down, I can remember it! Ice cream with 
strawberries and whipped cream - I got it, for goodness sake!'  
Then he toddles into the kitchen. After about 20 minutes, The old man returns from 
the kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon and eggs.. She stares at the plate for a 
moment…'Where's my toast ?' 
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BECAUSE I’M A MAN: One Woman’s point of view. 
1.  Because I’m a man, when I lock my keys in the car I will fiddle with a wire long 
after hypothermia has set in.  The RAA is not an option.  I will win. 
Because I’m a man, when the car isn’t running very well, I will pop the bonnet and 
stare at the engine as if I know what I’m looking at.  If another man shows up, one of 
us will say to the other:  “I used to be able to fix these things, but now, with all these 
computers and everything, I wouldn’t know where to start.”  We will then drink a 
beer and break wind as a form of Holy Communion. 
2.  Because I’m a man, when I catch cold, I need some one to bring me soup and take 
care of me while I lie in bed and moan.  You’re a woman.  You never get as sick as I 
do, so for you this isn’t a problem. 
3.  Because I’m a man, I can be relied on to purchase basic groceries at the store, like 
milk or bread.  I cannot be expected to find exotic items like “cumin” or “tofu”.   
For all I know, these are the same thing.  And never, under any circumstances, expect 
me to pick up anything for which “feminine hygiene product” is a euphemism.  (PS 
guys: Cumin is a spice and not a bodily function) 
4.  Because I’m a man, when one of our appliances stops working, I will insist on 
taking it apart, despite evidence that this will just cost me twice as much once the 
repair person gets here and has to put it back together. 
5.  Because I’m a man, there is no need to ask me what I am thinking about.  The 
answer is always either sex, cars or football.  I have to make up something else when 
you ask, so don’t ask. 
6.  Because I’m a man, I must hold the television remote control in my hand while I 
watch TV.  If the thing has been misplaced, I may miss a whole show looking for it 
(though one time I was able to survive by holding a calculator)… applies to engineers 
mainly. 
7.  Because I’m a man, I do not want to visit your mother, or have your mother visit 
us, or talk to her when she calls, or think about her any more than I have to.  
Whatever you got her for Mother’s Day is OK; I don’t need to see it.  And don’t 
forget to pick up something for my mother, too. 
8.  Because I’m a man, you don’t have to ask me if I liked the movie.  Chances are, if 
you’re crying at the end of it, I didn’t…and if you are feeling amorous afterwards, 
then I will certainly remember the name and recommend it to others. 
9.  Because I’m a man I think what you’re wearing is fine.  I thought what you were 
wearing five minutes ago was fine, too.  Either pair of shoes is fine.  With the belt or 
without it, looks fine.  Your hair is fine.  You look fine.  Can we just go now? 
10.  Because I’m a man, and this is the year 2005, I will share equally in the 
housework.  You just do the laundry, the cooking, the cleaning, the vacuuming, and 
the dishes, and I’ll do the rest …like wandering around in the garden with a beer 
wondering what to do. 
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Minutes of the 338th Open Committee Meeting of ACRM SA Inc. 
Held 22nd November 2011 at 2 Redmond St. Collinswood. 

 
Meeting Opened at  2000 hrs 
President Welcomed All. 
Present. 141, 228, A51, A153, 232, 333, 43, 44, 166, 48, 49. 
Visitors G78, Shantel.   
Apologies 21, 233, 66, 64, 120, 371, 372, 370, 295, 296, 75, 350 
Minutes of previous Meeting:- Moved 232 Sec 228 & Carried as read. 
Matters Arising:- ADL05 license cancelled  
Correspondence:- In 11/48 to 11/49 Out nil. 
                              Moved 43 Sec 49 that correspondence be received, Carried 
 

Reports 
President: - Thanks for assistance during the year. A busy year, especially at the Quilty 
but very successful.  The lost radio has been returned so we ended up down one battery & 
one broken antenna only.  
Secretary:-  An enjoyable year, back in the saddle after a number of years out of 
committee. 
Treasurer:- Bal $5702.70 In 2400  Out 409.72 

    Moved 228 sec 232 that Treasurers report be accepted, Carried. 
Rally Coordinator: - Merry Xmas See you at next years events. 
Social Sec:- On Honeymoon – Nil. 
Resources: - Wished all a Merry Xmas and Happy New Year. 

General Business. 
Bill G78 advised that at latest Gawler meeting discussion was held over Magnetic Signs 
and displayed a photo copied, Laminated sign that may be the answer.  Can be displayed 
from inside a window. 
The Hamper was drawn by visitor Shantel. 

Ist Prize Elaine 43 (Ticket number 423). 
2nd Prize Graham 141 (Ticket Number 128). 

Next meeting Tuesday 24th January 2012 
Meeting closed at 2035 hours. 
Merry Christmas to all. 
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IN THE KITCHEN with Chris 49 
 

If you find yourself addicted to this thing you can blame Rae from 
 WA ACRM, who assures me it’s  YUMMY, and has made it heaps 

of times. 
 

            CHOCOLATE, 
RASBERRY TRIFLE CAKE 
 

Preparation time: 15 to 30 minutes.  

 

Ingredients. 

 
300 g frozen raspberries, ½ cup caster sugar, ¼ cup water , 2 x 250 g packets Mini Jam 
Rolls, ⅓ cup sherry, 250 g Mascarpone , ½ cup cream , 2 tablespoons icing sugar . 
Topping  
½ cup cream, 200 g good dark eating chocolate, extra raspberries for decorating 
Method 
Line a 20 cm spring form pan with baking paper. 
Tear 1 packet of jam rolls into bite size pieces and place on bottom of pan in an even 
layer. 
Sprinkle with sherry. 
Place the raspberries, caster sugar and water into a saucepan over low heat.  
Stir until sugar has dissolved, then bring to boil and remove from heat. 
In another bowl, mix mascarpone, cream and icing sugar. 
Gently pour half of the raspberry mixture evenly over jam rolls. 
Place half of the cream mixture over raspberry mixture. 
Add another layer using the remaining jam rolls with sherry, then top with raspberry and 
cream layers. 
Cover tightly with gladwrap and place a plate on top to weight down. Refrigerate 
overnight. 
Topping: Melt chocolate and cream over low heat, and stir to gently to combine. 
Remove cake from pan. 
Spread over cake and decorate with raspberries.  
Place back in fridge to set. 
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PORK MONEY BAGS 
 

500g pork mince    1 clove garlic, crushed 
2 tblspns oyster sauce   2 green spring onions, sliced 
½ tsp Chinese 5spice powder  ¼ cup finely chopped fresh coriander 
1 egg      72 wanton wrappers 
Sweet chilli sauce, to serve 
 
Method: -Place pork, garlic, sauce, spring onion, five- spice powder, coriander 
and egg in a bowl.  Mix with your hand to combine.  Place 2 tsps pork mixture in 
center of each wonton wrapper.  Bring edges to center and pinch to form a bag 
shape. 
Add enough water to come 1cm up the side of a frying pan.  Place baking paper in 
water to cover base of pan.  Bring to a simmer. 
Add money bags to pan in batches.  Cook, covered, for about 5 minutes.  Remove 
from pan.  Drain on absorbent paper.  Cover to keep warm. 
Serve warm money bags with sweet chilli sauce.  
 
 

LAMB BOK CHOY STIR FRY 
 

500g lamb stir-fry strips 1 tblspn soy sauce 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 1 tblspn vegetable oil 
1 carrot, thinly sliced 2 bunches bok choy, trimmed, leaves 
separated 
1/3 cup oyster sauce ¼ cup roasted peanuts, chopped to serve 
 
Method: -Combine lamb strips, soy sauce and half the garlic in a bowl.  Mix well. 
Heat half the oil in a hot wok.  Add lamb strips, in batches.  Stir-fry until browned 
all over.  Remove.  Cover to keep warm.   
Heat remaining oil in same wok.  Add carrot.  Stir-fry until just tender.  Return 
lamb strips to wok with remaining garlic, bok choy and oyster sauce.  Stir-fry 
until lamb is hot. 
Serve stir-fry sprinkled with peanuts. 
 
Serve stir-fry with boiled rice, or try noodles.  Pour boiling water over either 
shelf-fresh udon or hokkien noodles in a bowl.  Stand for 5 minutes.  Separate 
noodles.  Drain.  Add to wok with bok choy and oyster.  Also try adding chopped 
fresh red chilli with the garlic. 
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Crossword Puzzle Chris 49 
Answers next month. 

You know what they say about Locals helping locals.  Well in the case of these 
companies it is certainly true.  Apart from an old stalwart, Foodland at Gawler, It is a 
pleasure to welcome some new sponsors on board. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Robern Menz, Office Works, 
Maccas & K Mart.  Their 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Please show your support by 
supporting them. 

               ACROSS  
  1. Angel’s instrument of choice. 
  3. Leaves behind. 
  9. Tooth. 
10. A melody. 
11. Cancer causing. 
13. Picture or Statue. 
15. Lifted in layers. 
17. Backing Musician. 
20. Touches against. 
21. List individually. 
22. Back lane. 
23. Not more. 
 
 
                DOWN 
  1. Hair dresser’s tool. 
  2. Speed contestant. 
  4. Dutch Countryman. 
  5.Pyramid-like monument. 
  6.Person from Amsterdam. 
  7. Stalk. 
  8. Judi Dench TV Show (4 wds). 
12. Adventurous journeys. 
14. Collection. 
16. A san-serif typeface. 
18. Grim. 
19. Fete. 
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GAWLER SECONDHAND TRADERS 
2-4 Fifteenth St, 

GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone 8523 3566 

 
If it’s Secondhand you’re seeking, give us a try first 

and even if it is not, come in anyway. 
 

Furniture, home wares, curios and knick-knacks. 
Something for everyone. 


