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PRESSIE’S PRATTLE. Repeaters revisited.   3. 
TREASURE TROVE. Fluke email and preparation for audit..   5 
TUCK’S TALES. Public Holidays, Blah. Have a look at these kites?   5. 
RALLY ROUND-UP. It seems we may have an event calendar after all.   6. 
RIDE RAMBLINGS. Ramblings for sure.   7. 
CROSSWORD. Last month’s crossword answers.   9. 
GREETINGS. Birthday wishes to our March members.  .9. 
CLASSIFIEDS. Member’s sell, buy or exchange.  .9. 
MEMBER’S. Contributions to our delinquency.  10. 
IN THE KITCHEN. 49 includes a few more tried and true taste tempters.  11. 
MINUTES. Of the Special & AGM 2012.  12. 
CROSSWORD. This Month’s Cross word.  13. 
 
Editorial for the Communicator must reach the Editor on or before the third Thursday of 
the month for inclusion in that month’s issue.   Any and all articles are welcome, however 
the editors reserve the right to vet suitability for publication. 
To submit articles, items for publication, letters to the editor or to ask questions of our 
technical writers, please address all correspondence to The Editor at the address shown on 
the front cover or via email to phil.48@bigpond.com   If you know of anyone who wants 
to advertise in the Communicator, space and charges are available on request, speak to a 
committee member for more information. 
 
ACRM SA Inc. c\- Chris or Phil 08 8522 6081. 
Editors  Phil Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- phil.48@bigpond.com 
  Chris Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- chris.49@bigpond.com 

  Graham Tucker 08 8523 1082  e-mail:- tucktwo@adam.com.au 
Webmaster: Adrian Menzel 08 8581 7149  e-mail:- akmen@bigpond.com 
Or via our postal address, PO Box 69 Smithfield Plains SA 5114 
 

                                      Meeting dates. 
ACRM SA Inc.  Meetings are on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month. 

There is no Meeting in December. 
The next meeting is the AGM on February 26th . 

March’s meeting will also be the 26th 
Gawler/Barossa general meetings are bi-monthly, on the THIRD TUESDAY of the 

month. Also no meeting in December. 
Next meeting will be March 19th. 2013. 

ACRM SA Inc. Meetings are held at 3 Redmond Rd. Colinswood. SA. 
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PRESSIES PRATTLE; Phil48: 
 
Yep, more on repeaters.  They have been keeping me busy again but we have 
finally had success.  I don’t think the transition from 25kHz (wideband) to 
12.5kHz (narrowband) was intended to be the headache it has proven to be but if 
others have had similar problems, then apart from pity, I offer condolences. 
For the last two 24 hour trials we have had use two antennas on our repeater 
because the introduction of a duplexer caused lousy communication distance, the 
reason for which is an enigma – or was, until some more info became available.  
After trying everything possible to prove or disprove the reason for this problem, 
we concluded it had to be an antenna problem.  We then planned another trip to 
the hill to do some tests and if necessary put up another mast and antenna, 
completely separate from the existing equipment.  The VSWR was checked on all 
antennae and none were higher than 1.5:1, which shouldn’t have caused a 
problem anyway, but during the tests I found one more coax that gave a near 
perfect VSWR, thus it was soon fitted and under test, with excellent results.  Tests 
via hand held radios over distances of 55k demonstrated performance was as good 
as ever. 
Why were antennas suspected?  Simple, the repeater had been on test for over a 
month in the workshop on a 6dB antenna, 50 foot up with no problems (same 
radios, duplexer, power supply, same everything), except coax and antenna.  The 
secret to getting it going was a change to a different coax and antenna but with 
VSRW readings in the sub 1.5:1region It left me perplexed. 
There were two reasons why we spent some time on the repeaters, the second 
being successful simultaneous operation of two repeaters and we hoped that if 
both repeaters could run through a duplexer and single antenna, we might have 
better success than when we had one repeater on 2 antennas and the other on a 
single.  We need more testing in that area to prove the theory because although 
neither repeater interfered with the other under test, it turned out neither were 
working well anyway.  Now that one is a proven system we can spend a bit more 
time trying out theories.  However that is a story for another day. 
Some late info I’ve received may shed some light on the problem and will be part 
of our next tests.  There are some 8 or 9 antennas on the tower and most are no 
longer used, thus there is a plethora of coaxial cables hanging all about the radio 
rack, most have 6dB collinear’s or similar on the end and some yagis as well.  
None of the coaxes are now connected to radios so we have in essence, multiple 
tuned circuits, all potential noise makers that we have now been advised to ground 
while not in use. 
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The theory is that each antenna is receiving the transmitted signal and dumping it 
into the hut via the non-terminated coaxial cables causing extremely spurious 
noise levels (RFI) (Radio Frequency Interference) that were wiping out our 
repeater. Not completely wiping out because strong signals would pass however 
weak signals would trip the repeater but not get above the noise to produce a 
clean signal, audio was distorted, very weak, or non existent. 
Armed with a new perspective on problems, I took out my old ARRL Handbook 
and found articles pertaining to the problem.  All the stuff I learned when I got my 
scientific experimenters licence started to come back.  Grounding at both ends but 
mainly at the radio end is critical.  One diagram showed a panel of grounded 
sockets in the shack so unused coax cables could be screwed to it. Neat and handy 
but more importantly, RFI friendly.  It gives me a whole range of alternatives to 
try next time I need to go up the hill.  Importantly, if correct, we have an  
explanation for the break-over when trying to use two repeaters from that 
location. 
An argument in support of this was a situation that Old Reg 32 noted when he had 
two coax cables neatly cable-tied together from his radios, up the wall and 
outside, only separating once outside to go to different antennas.  Interference 
occurred if both radios were operated simultaneously and although that was 
unlikely, he solved the problem by sending each coax up the wall about 1 metre 
apart (either side of a window frame actually) before going outside to their 
respective antennas. 
Another seemingly forgotten rule that popped up is that all radios in a base-station 
situation should also be grounded. 
Without slipping my age, I’ll take you back to a time when things were different, 
much different.  A group of us (pirates as we were then) and before the ACRM 
was even conceived a small group of us used to talk on what was the 27Mhz 
band, the bottom chunk of the amateur 10 metre band and surprise, surprise – 
some of the amateurs, one or more of whom were Radio Inspectors (R.I.’s) with a 
hidden agenda (they were tracking us) used to hold conversations with us and I 
remember “grounding the radios” as being one of the first tips I was given. 
Fortunately, not all were R.I.’s and we had many sensible conversations, gleaning 
info wherever possible.  I think those early influences were the reason I eventually 
sat for an amateur ticket myself.  Yearly costs for licenses got prohibitive though 
and I eventually dropped it.  If I remember correctly: 
A CB Licence was about $20 (before it became a class licence).  “SAC-093” 
Outpost station (RFDS) $25.  ”8SRN” 
Amateur licence $45.  “VK5-NRK” 
Scientific licence $85.  “VM-5G” 
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TREASURE TROVE; Chris 49  
 
Phil has always drummed it into our heads to erase email addresses and names before 
forwarding emails to others and use the BCC (Blind carbon copy) to send them so no-one 
else gets to see personal details of others and it is good advice but every now and then the 
slackness of others works in a our favour.  I received an email from my cousin the other 
day, a person who typically leaves everything when forwarding so nothing is sacred.  One 
of the addresses that was left for all to see had a name I recognised from our SAERA past 
and if correct, would answer a lot of questions.  It would also be the second time a person 
has been found by chance, Phil had also found an old acquaintance the same way a few 
years ago.  Anyway, a simple email asking the appropriate questions, soon gave me the 
answer and yes it was the same person so I’m hoping to find out some more and maybe do 
a bit of catching up. 

While preparing the books for audit, prior to the AGM it was fairly noticeable that 
our expenses for the last financial year were higher than usual so I thought I’d explain 
why. 
The main reason is the purchase of new repeaters to fall in line with ACMA’s new 
Narrowband policies. So far we have replaced the portable repeater (Ch 3), our fixed 
repeater at Cleland, (Ch 4) and have a third ready for use on Central Belt’s Ch 5. Included 
also is a spare to be used in case of failure and another if our new channel is approved. 
 

Tucks Tales; By 141 
 I am typing this up on the Australia Day Monday holiday and have realised that 
since I retired, Public Holidays and long weekends in particular have lost any meaning to 
me.  When I was working, I would look forward to these extra days off, but now I feel 
lost.  For a start, the shops are all closed and I can’t do my weeks shopping on the normal 
day.  On top of that many of my family and friends have packed up and taken off for 
places far and wide, so I can’t go and annoy them, drink their grog or get a free meal. 
 
So what can I do to amuse myself? 
 Clean out the shed. 

Watch the Tele  !!! (It’s all rubbish) 
 Stay in bed until 10.00 O’clock   ( I did today) 
 Catch up with typing up the minutes and Tucks Tales. 
Well that gave me the last 2 items but I’m still debating “Clean out the Shed” and “Watch 
the Tele”. 
 
I wish I’d slept in until 2.00pm 
 
By the way, I hope you all enjoyed your Australia Day Long Weekend. 
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Tuck Flying High 
 
 I am directing this to John 232, who suggested years ago that I should visit Classic 
Jets at Parafield Airport.  Well John, today I did it and what a fantastic experience, with 
many aircraft on display, including the P38 Lightning in which John was involved during 
its acquisition from Papua New Guinea. 
 After crash landing in 1943, the P38 sat on 44 gallon drums with many parts being 
“liberated” by locals.  After its acquisition, it arrived in Adelaide in 1999 where it was 
restored to a “non flying” status. 
 Many of the aircraft arrive as bits and pieces, leaving some parts to be made in the 
huge workshop next door to the display hanger. 

But the P38 is only one of many. 
Included are a Mirage 111 A3-16 and an 
Avon Sabre A94-974. 
A P39 Airacobra and a Sea Venom WZ-
939, but that’s only a few of the aircraft on 
display. 
 There is a Jindivik pilotless radio 

controlled aircraft hanging from the 
rafters, and a range of engines from Pratt 
& Whitney to Rolls Royce etc. 
 Currently a Corsair F4U-1, which 
came unstuck at Vanuatu is in the process 
of restoration. 
 
Keep John happy, do yourself a favour 
and plan an interesting hour at the  

 
 
 
 
 

Rally Round-up; Nev 228: 
You may get a calendar after all, SAERA has posted some events on the website, 
admittedly many are “To Be Confirmed.” Thus, we now have more than just 
Easter at Truro. 
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Ride Ramblings, Phil 48. 
And ramblings they will be. 
We have hit the month that precedes events so things are a bit quiet.  We have done some 
work at Mt Rufus in preparation for this season’s events.  The Easter Bunny ride from 
Truro should get coverage from Rufus okay so we will try that this year.  If that fails, we 
still have the excellent location we have used for the last few years to fall back on. 
We have also been offered a tower at Willaston to do tests from and look forward to doing 
some tests. 

Back in ’02 we did our first 24 
hour from the Tote room at 
Kapunda, alternating each year 
with Eudunda and have used the 
tote room ever since.  Over the 
years some changes have been 
made but it took until ’06 before it 
was cleaned up a bit.  In between 
our computers is an old MicroTim 
that obviously had some purpose to 
do with the betting side of the Tote 
Room.  That and a thousand 75 
Ohm Coaxial cables floating 
around, meant it was a tight 
squeeze for some years. It wasn’t 

until 2010 after much work had been done around the Trotting complex that we moved 
into a much different room.  We had also been given access to the outside world, for our 
antenna coaxes via lifting the false ceiling and poking the cables through the flutes in the 
corrugated iron roof.  The 
alternative was into the bar and 
out some windows, adding an 
extra 20 metres to the coax 
lengths.  In the new, clean, room 
the bench is the same but we 
didn’t have to compete with the 
miles of coaxial cables and the 
MicroTim had gone too.  Our 
coaxes which used to go out 
through the brown doors over 
yours truly’s head now go neatly 
up the wall in the corner.  Mind 
you, once the room is full of 
officials, St John Personnel and 
scorers, the uncluttered cleanliness was welcomed.  There’s no denying, we are 
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responsible for most the clutter in any room we call base.  The bonus is that it is easier to 
warm a room full of people.  This is a picture from Robby, which shows some of the 

equipment we lug around and put into the 
rooms we call base. The back room will 
hold all boxes, plastic bins, full or empty..  
Loan radios and charging facilities plus any 
surplus stuff.  Base itself is Radios and 
computers plus nibbles & coffee facilities.  
There is an order of importance we stick to 
and that is radios first, to cater for early 
callers or lost monitors trying to find their 
control.  Computers come next but if things 
get underway before they are set up, its no 
big deal, manual tracking is done until such 

time as we are ready.  The white board in front of the table is white, metal lined and holds 
the map of the course, see previous picture.  The metal lining is so we can move magnetic 
representations of officials around.  On Sunday it sits in front of the Window to block out 
the sunshine that glares in our eyes.  The window is louvers, the old glass type, and I think 
a bit of glass gets chipped every year where we feed the coaxes and power-lead in/out the 
window. 
With a slight digression, this is a photo of the old repeater 5 used at Tarlee for its 

inaugural test.  It also shows the 
wheel holding base that supports the 
new aluminium mast until it is up and 
guyed. See below. 
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        LAST MONTH’S 
 CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
 

   B    E    E    R          V   A    G   A    B   O   N    D 
 

   A          Q          S         G          S           F           E 
 

    C   H    U   C    K   L    E           S   O    F    I     A 
 

   K          A         A          N          A          E          F 
 

   Y    U   L    E   T     I     D   E    S    O   N    G 
 

   A                       E          A          S          C          S 
 

    R    H    U   M   B    A          B    I     S    E   C    T 
  

    D          N         O          N         N                      A 
 

          D    E    C   A    P    I     T   A    T    I     N   G 
 

    E          A          R          B           T         N         G 
 

    C   O    R   E    D          B    R    E   A    T   H   E 
   

    R          T           E           L           D             E          R 
 

     U   N   H    A   R    M   E    D          I    R    I    S 

 
 
 
 
 

WANTED TO SELL, BUY OR 
EXCHANGE 

 
Wanted to sell. 
1 large Sheepskin coat, genuine Aussie (very warm) $25 ono.   Contact Chris or Phil 85226081. 
 
 
Wanted to sell, buy or exchange ads are free to members.   Please contact a committee member or 
send your ad to The Editor at the address on the cover or email it direct to ACRM c/- 
phil.48@bigpond.com 
 
 

GREETINGS 
Birthday Greets for March go to: 
 
Mick Aux 51 for the 9th, 
Gordon 69 for the 12th, 
Brenton 166 & Paul 490 for the 19th. 
I hope you all have a perfect day. 
 
 
A get well this time goes to Ian 117, 
who has the Trev 120 syndrome.  It 
turns out he suffers the dreaded, lost 
a couple of toes to diabetes problem 
also.  His transplant a couple of years 
ago caused blood flow to be drawn 
away from one leg.  Trevor is back 

 

home and hobbling around quite well but he is doubtful about being ready for the 
Easter Bunny ride, despite my dig last month but he hopes to be on deck for the 
Tanunda Show on the 9th March. 
Baby Report:  Our three mums-to-be are doing well, Lynda will be first to pop, she 
looks like she is going to burst now, she was a few days late at the time of printing 
so it shouldn’t be long now. 
Tash and Lisa are due in June, Lisa first, around the 6th and Tash around the 21st. 
 



________________________________________________________________________ 
      23/02/2013      The Communicator, Copyright.  ©  ACRM SA Inc.                   Page 10 
 

Member’s contributions to our delinquency. 
 
Here are some facts about ELTON & DAVID'S BABY, you may not know. 
They had their sperm mixed together and a surrogate mother was artificially 
inseminated. 
When the baby was born Elton and David were ushered into a ward;  where a 
dozen babies were lying in their cots, eleven of them crying and screaming. 
In the corner, one baby was lying serenely. 
A nurse came over to both of them and indicated that the happy child was theirs.  
"Isn't it wonderful?" Elton asked David.  "All these crying babies...and yet our 
baby is so content.  This just proves the superiority of gay love!” 
 
"The nurse said, "Oh sure, he's happy now but just watch what happens when I 
pull the dummy out of his arse...." 
 
I’ve Bin’ Everywhere 
I have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you can't 
go alone.  You have to be in Cahoots with someone.  
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there. 
I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven 
there. I have made several trips there, thanks to my friends, family and work. 
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on 
physical activity anymore. 
I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too 
often.  
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm. 
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older. 
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin 
flowing and pumps up the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I can get! 
I may have been in Continent, and I don't remember what country I was in. It's an 
age thing. 
 



________________________________________________________________________
_Page 11                    The Communicator, Copyright.  ©  ACRM  SA Inc.                            
 
    

IN THE KITCHEN with Chris 49 
 

 
                      CRÈME 

BRUL� E 
 

2 whole eggs    2 egg whites 
¼ cup sugar    1 tsp vanilla essence 

2 cups trim milk   1 cup canned evaporated light milk 
6 tblspns brown sugar 
 
Method:- Preheat oven 160ºC fan forced.  In a large mixing bowl beat whole eggs and egg 
whites with sugar using an electric beater until combined.  Add essence, trim and 
evaporated milks and beat well  Pour into 6 small (200ml) ramekin dishes.  Place into a 
baking dish that has been �  filled with water.  Bake 45 minutes.  Remove from water 
when cooked, leave to cool.  Before serving spread one tblspn of brown sugar over top of 
each ramekin.  Place under hot griller until sugar has melted and caramelized.  Be careful 
not to over cook as the sugar will burn.  Serve within 10 minutes as the sugar will start to 
dissolve. 
 
 

GLUTEN FREE CARROT CAKE 
 

3 egg whites    �  cup sugar 
¾ teaspoon bicarb soda  ½ cup apple sauce (in jar) 
1 cup grated carrot   ¼ cup each walnuts chopped and currants 
1 teaspoon each of mixed spice, dried ginger and fresh orange peel 
½ cup fresh orange juice  ½ cup wheat-free cornflour 
½ cup soy compound blend  1 cup gluten-free S R flour 
cooking spray     
 
ICING     ½ cup icing sugar 
2 tblspns light Philadelphia cream cheese 
 
Method:- Preheat oven 180ºC fan forced.  Beat egg whites and sugar together in a medium 
size mixing bowl for 1 minute using an electric beater.  Stir bicarb into apple sauce (it will 
froth), Then add to bowl.  Fold in carrots, walnuts, currents, spices, peel and juice, 
combine well.  Sift all three flours into mixture in one go, gently fold ingredients together, 
DO NOT BEAT as this will make the cake tough.  Once flour is combined, pour into a 
19cm round cake tin that has been coated with cooking spray.  Bake 30-35 minutes or 
until cake springs back when lightly pressed in centre.  Turn onto a wire rack to cool.  To 
make icing: Mix icing ingredients then spread over top of cooled cake. 
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Minutes of the 34th A.G.M. of ACRM S.A. Inc 
Held on the28th February 2012 at Redmond Rd Collinswood .S.A. 

 
Meeting opened at 20.00 Hrs 
PRESENT;  141,21,232,43,44,350,75,48,49,228 
APOLOGIES; 233,66,64,120,370,371,372,A51,A153, 
VISITORS: - G78 Bill Scott,  
 
Minutes of previous AGM read, Moved by 21 that minutes be accepted as read, 
Seconded by 232 and Carried. 
Matters Arising: - Nil 
TREASURER: - Read auditors report in detail, Ledger Bal $5423.79.  Moved by 141 that 
the report be accepted, Seconded 44 and Carried. 
CORRESPONDENCE;  Nil 
MEMBERS SUBS; Moved 232 Sec 350 to increase by $2.  Carried 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP granted to ACRM 324 John Millwood. 
 
All Committee Positions were declared vacant and the following sitting members 
were elected unopposed. 
President 48, Secretary 141, Treasurer 49, Social Secretary 350, Rally 
Coordinator 228, Resource Officer 44. 
At present Training Officer will remain a Casual Vacancy. 
No Sub Committee needed at present, Asst Social Sec  to be decided as needed. 
 
COMMENTS 
President: - Thanked all for vote of confidence. 
Secretary: - Has enjoyed last 12 months. It has brought him to the meetings. 
Treasurer: - Thanks for confidence of members. Will keep at it. 
Social Secretary: - Thank You for efforts in supporting raffles. 
Rally Coordinator: - Will keep at the job. 
Resources: - Thanks for the last 12 months. Lets go again. 
Tea Lady Will make some scones for next month. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS Nil. 
Raffle, Fruit cake raised $14. 
PRESIDENT reiterated, thanks for coming. 
MEETING CLOSED at 2035 Hrs. 
NEXT MEETING on March 28th 2012. 
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Crossword Puzzle, Phil 48 . 
Answers next month. 

A word of thanks to our sponsors, some old, some new.   An old stalwart Foodland, 
Gawler, thank you and we welcome a few newies. 

 
 

 

 

 

  
  

Robern Menz, Office Works, 
Maccas & K Mart. 
Their assistance is greatly 
appreciated.   Please show your 
support by supporting them. 

               ACROSS  
  1.  Tail movements. 
  3.  Tools. 
  9.  Movie Ice _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Zebra. 
10.  First Greek Letter. 
11.  Breeze blowing to the West. 
13.  Books. 
15.  _ _ _ _ _ _ the Snowman. 
17.  Not symmetrical. 
20.  Subject. 
21.  Animals lacking skin pigment. 
22.  Ceased 
23.  Shady trees. 
 
                DOWN 
  1.  Cowboy movies. 
  2.  Drinking vessel. 
  4.  Juries. 
..5.  Tidy closet, 4,8. 
  6.  Enlarges. 
  7.  Aquatic mammal. 
  8.  Bike riders. 
14.  Boats and ships. 
16.  Fill with air. 
18.  Waterway. 
19.  Fastener. 
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GAWLER SECONDHAND TRADERS 
2-4 Fifteenth St, 

GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone 8523 3566 

 
If it’s Secondhand you’re seeking, give us a try first 

and even if it is not, come in anyway. 
 

Furniture, home wares, curios and knick-knacks. 
Something for everyone. 


