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In this issue –December  2016         Page#Page#Page#Page# 

INDEX What’s where in the Communicator.   1. 
PRESSIE’S PRATTLE. 48’s whinge for the month.   2. 
RALLY ROUND UP. What’s been & what’s coming.   3. 
TREASURE TROVE. 49’s bit about a good idea.   4. 
TUCK’S TALE Reminiscing, Catching up with an old member.   5. 
CROSSWORD. Last month’s crossword answers.   6. 
GREETINGS Birthday wishes to our August members.   6. 
CLASSIFIEDS. Member’s Sell, Buy or Exchange.   6. 
120 REFLECTS RIP 125   6. 
ODDS & ENDS Exactly that   7. 
MEMBER’S Contributions to our delinquency.   8. 
REMEMBER BEES Odds & Ends Cont.   9. 
MINUTES. Of the Oct OCM.         (Loose leaf) . 
IN THE KITCHEN. With Chris 49 11. 
CROSSWORD. This Month’s Crossword. 16. 
 
Editorial for the Communicator must reach the Editor on or before the second Thursday of 
the month for inclusion in that month’s issue.   Any and all articles are welcome, however 
the editors reserve the right to vet the content’s suitability for publication. 
To submit articles, items for publication, letters to the editor or to ask questions of our 
technical writers, please address all correspondence to The Editor at the address shown on 
the front cover or via email to phil.48@bigpond.com   If you know of anyone who wants 
to advertise in the Communicator, space and charges are available on request, speak to a 
committee member for more information. 
 
ACRM SA Inc. c\- Chris or Phil 08 8522 6081. 

Editors  Phil Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- phil.48@bigpond.com 
  Chris Richards 08 8522 6081  e-mail:- chris.49@bigpond.com 

  Graham Tucker 08 8523 1082  e-mail:- tucktwo@adam.com.au 
Webmaster: Adrian Menzel 08 8581 7149  e-mail:- akmen@bigpond.com 
Or via our postal address, PO Box 69 Smithfield Plains SA 5114 
                                      Meeting dates. 

ACRM SA Inc.  Meetings are on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month. 
There is no Meeting in December. 

November’s meeting and Break-up is on the 25th. 
January’s meeting, the first for 2017 is on 24th. 

ACRM SA Inc. Meetings are held at 3 Redmond Rd. Collinswood. SA. 
 

Gawler/Barossa general meetings are bi-monthly, on the THIRD TUESDAY of the 
month. Also no meeting in December.Next meeting January 17th  2017. 
 



________________________________________________________________________ 
           The Communicator Sept ‘15, Copyright. ©                        ACRM SA Inc.  Page 2 

 
 
 
There is not a lot left of 2016, keeping in mind our meeting this month is the last 
for this year and late last month, we did the last event too, which I’ve no doubt 
will feature in a write up elsewhere in the mag. 
It wouldn’t be Pressie’s Prattle without a bit of a whinge, so please indulge me. 
While I’ve had a go at health and old age before, I think it’s the first time for this 
reason. 
Invasive investigation is a cleaned up version of Colonoscopy, something I 
thought, at the ripe old age of almost 70, I’d escaped – until one of my doctors 
(bless her cotton sock) read a blood report one day and decided my iron count was 
a bit low, to which she decided bleeding from the bowel can be the culprit, so 
made a referral to get me into hospital for a colonoscopy, 20 months ago, good 
thing it wasn’t serious.  The upshot was, I got my appointment and went in for the 
pre op instructions, only to find out that doctors don’t know where the colon is  -  
or insinuated that mine was not where I thought it was because it turns out the 
camera is down the throat as well as up the quoit, and in that order I hope. 
Since the first test, my iron level is back to normal, however now that I have 
finally got a spot in the hospital it was recommended that it goes ahead 
anyway...Yippee, I’m s-ooo happy about that. 
If I were the type to keep a diary, which I’m not, I guess this morning would read: 
Dear Diary 09-11-16 
After two days of no food and one of those days being approved fluids only, with 
sachets of stuff to clean you out, it is now 6am Wed, DOS (Day of surgery) and I 
feel shit.  Can’t eat or drink anything but I am allowed to take my pills with a sip 
of water, so I’m trying to convince my brain that was breakfast and naturally, 
failing badly.  Typing this drivel is an attempt to keep busy and take my mind off 
this situation that will hopefully prove unnecessary anyway. 
Dear Diary, same date but advanced 6 & half hours, back home, no nasties found 
so first chore, coffee (with milk) and something to eat, although I’m not starving 
anymore as they had given me a coffee and a sandwich for being a good boy. 
I can also report, there was no mix up twixt colon and throat, they are done 
simultaneously and only under a mild anaesthetic.  However, hearing and feeling 
everything wasn’t too unpleasant. In fact, I was only aware of the colon end and 
was unaware that the throat job had been completed too.  Thus if you ever have to 
go through it yourselves, the only thing unpleasant about it is being starved and 
cleaned out.  The actual procedure is quite painless. 
 
 

PRESSIE’S PRATTLE; Phil 48: 
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We topped the year off with another successful Kapunda Show & Shine, although 
we had less people, meaning more running around for Chris 49, who walked non-
stop to ensure each control had food and personal breaks when required and she 
swears the uphill walk from one end of the main road to the other, is further than 
the downhill walk back again. 
As it turned out Phil 322 had one end of the street and I had the other, with Phil 
48 and Jean 318 at Main, leaving 49 doing the running around, as previously 
mentioned.  Only one real complaint and that was the weather, as one would 
expect, even though seasons are no longer something to put bets on, it is getting 
warmer and Saturday got a wee bit uncomfortable, unless there was a breeze and 
a bit of shade to hide under.  Luckily, some trees took the edge off the 
temperature where I sat at the northern end of the Main Street. 
It makes good sense why most events are held during the cooler months. 

Phil’s bit: 
The new van at its first event.   First, since, it’s fit-out, that is, and third since its 
purchase.  However, it is the first photo of it.  Also the first photo of or part photo 
of the D-Max at an event. Of course, my ACRM vest, just happened to be visible 
through the open door. 
What with Jean taking  photos, Chris traipsing all over the place, the two blokes, 
Trev and Phil sitting on their Dairy-Aires running the road closures, someone had 
to do some work. 
After that last comment, I may or may not be at the meeting next week. 

RALLY ROUND-UP; Trev 120: 
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Whenever I get the chance, I try to sell a hamper ticket or two and an ideal time is 
if and or when, I’m asked to buy one of theirs.  During my moving about at 
Kapunda, I had the opportunity often, giving us a chance to move quite a few 
tickets. 
I’d come back to base on one occasion and was checking ticket stubs when I 
noticed one ticket butt had a name and no contact details.  I had a rough idea of 
where I’d been and who bought tickets so I started to retrace my steps in search of 
the mystery ticket buyer. 
Luck being on my side, and his I guess, one of the first people I approached 
identified himself as the person in question.  He stated his name almost so quickly 
it gave me the impression he realised what he’d done and probably figured he’d 
thrown that two bucks away because even if it was a winning ticket, he was never 
going to see anything from it. 
While on about hamper tickets, I hope everyone else has put in a big effort as we 
need the books back, sold or unsold for the draw this meeting. Nov 22nd. 
 Talk about coincidence; when pulling into our spot at the last Starkey’s ride 
we were hindered by a food van parked neatly across the rear of our allotted area. 
At Kapunda we had no sooner pulled into our spot and set up when the nose of a 
car tried putting itself between the van and the adjacent building. We had just 
begun to comment, where do they think they are going, when the driver reversed 
out of there and came back in for another go, reversing again we realised there 
was a food van on the back of his car and was trying to back into location. 
The coincidence was that it was the same food people, Gypsy Girls, who’d made 
it hard for us at Starkeys. 
I think it was one of those times when 48 actually got a grin on his face; It may 
have even developed into a smirk. 
 
 

TREASURE TROVE; Chris 49: 
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 I was driving in the Eastern Suburbs a couple of days ago 
and realised that I was passing a street where a couple of our ex 
members lived. 
 
 As it happened, I had mentioned their names to Chris and 
Phil only a couple of weeks ago, so I did a quick righty at the 
next intersection and knocked on the door. 
 
Gwen (ex ACRM 20) answered the door, and next minute I was 
at the table about to enjoy a cuppa.    Barry (ex ACRM 50) 
passed away some time ago and I was not aware of that. 
 
 For quite a long time before and after leaving ACRM, 
Gwen had operated as an emergency operator for a number of 
Sea rescue groups, The Small Boat club, Sea Rescue sqadron 
and Coast Guard . But now she is relaxing. 
 
 We had a good talk about the good old days, and the evil 
RI’s who are still active, annoying operators who are giving 
their time as Volunteers. 
 
 Gwen also advised me that Frank ACRM 132 passed away 
a few months ago, so we can no longer blame him for 
happenings against “Murphy’s Law”.  Vale 132. 
 

TUCK’S TALES: Graham 141: 
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                   SEPTEMBER’S  

    CROSSWORD ANSWERS   

       B   O    O   T        M  E   R   C   H   A   N  T 
 

         A         F         B         C         L         B         I 
 

     R   E   F   R   E    S   H          A  B    A  T   E 

    

    M         E        W        O         R         L        S 

 

     A   I    R   L   I    N   E   P    I    L   O   T 
 

      I                     L        D         N         N        P 
 

     D   E   C   A  D   E         C   E    R  E   A    L 

 

      S         A         E         A        T                     A 
  

             O   P   P   R   E    S   S    I   V   E    L   Y 

 

     C         S        M         T         SI       N         D 

 

     A  M   U   S   E         E   S   T    O  N     I   A  

 

      M         L        N         R         S        U         T 

 

      P   L   E   A   T    I    N   G        R    I    P   E 
 
 
 
Wanted to sell, buy, or exchange ads are free to members.   Please contact a committee 
member or send your ad to The Editor c/- ACRM at the address on the cover.  You can 
also email it to The Editor c/- phil.48@bigpond.com  
 

Trev 120 reflects:  Cecilie Noack ACRM 125. 
13 May 1947 – 15th Oct 2016 

Cecilies Late Husband Les 124, attended ä Central 
Belt meeting in 1993, accompanied by Cecilie, 
whereby she was nominated as Secretary.  
Embarrassingly, to be on the Committee, one has to 
be a financial member, so immediately joined to 
fulfil the position, which she held for 13 years.  
After Les’ unfortunate demise she remained a 
staunch member and her familiar blue Commodore 
was a regular at various events. 
I remember once, when at a bike évent, Cecïlie 

enquired, quite innocently, “What are the sweepers for? And was told, tongue –in-cheek, 
They sweep the course clean so land owners will allow use again next year. As far as I 
know, she was never told different and probably went to the grave believing just that. 

WANTED TO SELL, BUY OR EXCHANGE 
 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
& BEST WISHES 
Birthday greetings for December 
are extended to: 
Daniel 222 &Des 374 for the 5th. 
Julia 64, for the 12th, 
Graham 44 for the 20th 
Jaqui317 & Jackie 227, for the 
30th. 
Congratulations and many happy 
returns of the day to you. 
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Odds & Ends, by Phil 48 
In true head out the window journalistic style of  Reg 32,  this is very much all 
about nothing. 
After being alerted by a buzzing noise, to a swarm of bees concentrating in the 
back corner of our house, Chris made me aware of it. Neither of us are too 
worried about bees so we had a look see and found the little buggers using an old 
wooden radio-gram as a hive. There was a lot of activity, with bees going every-
where and while they didn’t particularly worry us, the neighbours have three kids 
who play in the area adjacent. 
An apiarist said that they have been there too long and would be too established to 
move, so they suggested phoning an exterminator.  A phone call to the man, who 
does our white ant treatment, confirmed that he did such things and arranged to 
come over the next day.  “Just leave them alone”, he warned. 
He did the job on Sat morning and on Sunday there was not a buzz “to be heard 
anywhere. 
The next job is to take the back off the radiogram and vacuum out the mess.   
There is one drawback, I’ve been told not to eat the honey, because of the 
poison”. 
 
The Big “B” 
 I would guess that most have caught up with the news that (Big) Bob 
Francis has died.  So what’s the significance with Bob, ACRM and this article? 
In the early days of ACRM, when CB was still a dirty 
word, we had meetings with many radio personalities, 
mainly because we wanted to push the advertising 
barrow, but also because CB was hot news then and any 
time something happened concerning CB, good or bad, 
we were contacted for a comment.  One of the call-signs 
floating around back then was “Big B”, who we learned 
later was Bob Francis.  There were many gimmicky things going on then, nothing 
bad, but in one way or another, all promoting CB and we believed any news was 
good news. Our main aim then was to promote CB to anyone who would listen 
and Bob, who was manager of 5AD at the time asked us to come up with a type of 
Talk back show over the CB that could be broadcast simultaneously over air. The 
idea was to talk to anyone who called in via CB and also run an emergency base 
from the top of the Advertiser building (where 5AD was then located). If an 
emergency call was handled, it too could be broadcast and also become part of the 
news service.  The theory was to put aerials on the roof in readiness and put 
together scenarios that may work.  Apart from a talk show with a difference, we 
planned to have a fully operational base to handle emergency calls.  The height 
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advantage from the Advertiser building would be a bonus, however, from the 
room in the studio, where this was to happen, we were too far  
from the roof to run coaxes and because 27 Mhz HF was still popular, a total of 4 
antennae were required to cover CB, 27Mhz & UHF, plus two more for 
Emergency CB 27 MHz &UHF. 
We finally decided on two antennas, one for each.  Most emergency calls were 
taken on UHF because of the channel 5 emergency repeater in use at the time and 
other base stations were better equipped to handle emergency calls on 27 Megs, 
one was Reg 32 and the other was Ian 62, who had a rotatable yagi. 
We had done a few talk-back shows with Jerome Cordaux on another station 
(5DN, which is now Cruise 1323.)  Between Ray 25 and me, we were almost at 
celebrity status and the talk-back about CB was very popular. 
Our timing was not quite right and the push for legalisation came to fruition prior 
to the first show ever airing.  
There was a two part combination planned for this show and it ran into a problem 
early.  . We had many interviews with Bob trying to nut out the workings of this 
venture.  The main problem was clearing a room out on the top floor to cater for 
antennae so only one 5/8  ~ and one 6db (on UHF) were ever installed.  In 
September 77 CB was legalised and that changed the rules a bit.  I mentioned 
gimmicky things, one was the use of CB to order food from Road Houses, 
allowing food to be prepared by the time the caller arrived.   
Believe it or not, the station licence was jeopardised if they went ahead with a 
show that broadcast CB conversations over the commercial radio channels, thus 
the idea petered out before it actually eventuated.  Had a room on the top floor 
become available the base station would have gone ahead, without the talk-back 
side of it.  However, without the commercial value of the original plan, there 
wasn’t much push to kick someone out of a top floor room just to cater for us. 
Because of Bob’s position, there was always plenty of refreshments each time we 
ran into him. 
One knack Bob had mastered, was his swearing.  In normal life, when not in front 
of a microphone, I doubt if he could string two words together without dropping 
the F-Bomb, and yet he could go an air 3 minutes later and contain himself 
professionally.                      Vale Big Bob. 
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emember those bees, well a few days 
later it got the better of Chris so she 
dismantled the radiogram to have a look. 

The bottom of the box was 20-30mm thick 
with the poor little things and 3 combs of 
varying sizes had been made in readiness for 
the queen to do her thing.  A thin layer of 
honey had been deposited in the combs. 
 
I poked the phone into the back of the gram 
and hoped for a picture, click and surprisingly 
enough I got this much, pity I wasn’t aimed at 
the combs.  However, after breaking the 
combs free, I got a better shot of the bits, 
below (and some of the dead bees on the 
bottom). 
It’s a pity they couldn’t have been relocated 
but evidently the GPS in their heads can’t be 
rewired to a new location and they would 
have come back here to the same spot, 

wondering where the hive went, then fly around hopelessly until they exhaust themselves 
and die anyway, which is what happens to the rest of the bees from the  poisoned hive and  
most are already dead. 

 
 
 
 

 

R 

CHELSEA BUNS
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just one of the many jokes aimed at the American Presidential race. 
Subject: Life clocks 
  
 A man died and went to Heaven.  
 As he stood in front of the Pearly Gates, he saw a huge wall of clocks behind him.  
He asked, “What are all those clocks for?” 
St. Peter answered, “Those are Lie-Clocks. Everyone who has ever been on earth has a Lie-Clock.  
Every time you lie, the hands on your clock move.” 
  
 “Oh”, said the man. “Whose clock is that?” 
  
 “That’s Mother Teresa’s”, replied St. Peter. “The hands have never moved, indicating that she 
never told a lie.” 
  
 “Incredible”, said the man. “And whose clock is that one?” 
St. Peter responded, “That’s Abraham Lincoln’s clock. The hands have moved twice, telling us that 
Abraham told only two lies in his entire life.” 
   
“Where’s Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton's clocks?” asked the man.  
St. Peter replied, “We’re using them as ceiling fans.” 
 
ONE LINERS 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person – wondering what the hell happened. 
 
A lady inserted an ad in the Classified, it read husband wanted!  The next day she received  100’s of 
letters in reply, all saying the same thing, “You can have mine” 
 
Just remember, once you are over the hill, you begin to pick up speed. 
 
Why isn’t the number 11, pronounced onety-one? 
 
Taxiing down the tarmac, the airplane suddenly stopped, turned around and returned to the gate.  
After a 2-hour wait it finally took off. 
A concerned  passenger asked a flight attendant, ‘”what exactly happened?” 
The pilot was bothered by a noise he heard in one of the engines” explained the attendant.  Ït took us 
a while to find a new pilot.” 
 
What’s a free gift anyway – aren’t all gifts free? 
Brain cells come and go but fat cells live forever. 
I once had a job at an orange juice factory but I got canned.  Couldn’t concentrate. 
Common sense is like deodorant... Those who need it most, never use it. 
You  know you’re getting old when it takes longer to rest that it does to get tired. 
Wouldn’t it be great if we could put ourselves in the drier for 10 minutes, come out wrinkle free and 
3 sizes smaller? 
I tried to catch some fog but I mist. 
They told me I had type A blood but it was a type-o. 

MEMBER’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR DELINQUENCY 
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For the sweet tooth. 
 
 

 
CHOCOLATE CARAMEL CRUNCH CAKES 

 
60g dark (semi-sweet) chocolate, chopped coarsely 
2/3 cup (160ml) water    90g butter, softened 
1 cup (220g) firmly packed brown sugar  2 eggs 
2/3 cup (100g) S R flour    2 tblspns cocoa powder 
1/3 cup (40g) ground almonds   ¾ cup (180ml) caramel sauce 
¼ cup (35g) finely chopped salted peanuts 
 
PEANUT BUTTER CREAM 
 
¾ cup (210g) smooth or crunchy peanut butter 
185g butter, softened    1 ½ tblspns milk 
1 ¼ cups (200g) icing sugar 
 
Method: - 
Preheat oven to 170�C.Line a 12 hole muffin pan with paper cases. 
Stir chocolate and the water in a small saucepan over low heat until smooth. 
Beat butter, sugar and eggs in a small bowl with an electric mixer until light and 
fluffy. 
Stir in sifted flour and cocoa, then ground almonds and warm chocolate mixture.  
Divide mixture evenly into paper cases. 
Bake for about 25 minutes.  Stand cupcakes in pan for 5 minutes before turning, 
top-side up, onto a wire rack to cool. 
Make peanut butter cream. 
Cut a deep circle into the top of cold cakes; fill each hole with 2 tspns caramel 
sauce. 
Spoon peanut butter cream into piping bag; pipe swirls over caramel filling.  
Drizzle with remaining caramel sauce; sprinkle with peanuts.  
 
PEANUT BUTTER CREAM 
Beat peanut butter, butter and milk in a small bowl with an electric mixer until 
light and fluffy.  Gradually beat in sifted icing sugar. 
 

 

IN THE KITCHEN WITH CHRIS 49. 
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FUDGY CHOCOLATE, CHERRY AND COCONUT COOKIES 

 
125g butter, softened   ¾ cup (165g) firmly packed brown sugar 
1 egg      1 tsp vanilla extract 
1 cup (150g) plain flour   ¼ cup (35g) S R flour 
1/3 cup (35g) cocoa powder  ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda (baking soda) 
½ cup (125ml) milk 
4 x 55g Cherry Ripe® chocolate bars, cut into1cm pieces 
100g dark (semi-sweet) eating chocolate, cut into 1 cm pieces. 
 
Preheat oven to 180�C.  Grease three oven trays; line with baking paper. 
Beat butter, sugar, egg and extract in a medium bowl with electric mixer until 
smooth. Stir in sifted flours, cocoa and soda with milk, in two batches; stir in 
Cherry Ripe® and chocolate pieces. 
Drop level tblspns of mixture, about 5cm apart, on trays; press with fork to flatten 
slightly 
Bake cookies for about 10 minutes.  Stand on trays for 5 minutes; transfer to wire 
rack to cool. 
 
 
 

STRAWBERRY CUSTARD SLICE 
 

2/3 cup (160ml) milk    ½ cup (125g) pouring cream 
1 vanilla bean     4 egg yolks 
¼ cup (55g) caster (superfine) sugar  2 tblspns cornflour (cornstarch) 
1 ¼ cups (185g) plain flour   ¼ cup (40g) icing sugar 
125g unsalted butter, chopped coarsely 
2 tsp iced water, approximately   250g strawberries, sliced thinly 
2 tblspns raspberry jam, warmed, strained 
 
Method: -Grease a 20cm x 30cm rectangular pan; line base and long sides with 
baking paper, extending paper 5cm over sides. 
Combine milk and cream in medium saucepan.  Split vanilla bean; scrape seeds 
into cream mixture, add bean.  Bring cream mixture to the boil.  Whisk 3 of the 
egg yolks, caster sugar and cornflour in small bowl until combined.  Discard 
vanilla bean from cream mixture; gradually whisk hot cream mixture into egg 
mixture.  Return to pan; cook, whisking, until custard mixture boils and thickens.  
Leave to cool. 
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Meanwhile, blend or process flour, icing sugar and butter until crumbly.  Add 
remaining egg yolk and enough of the water to make ingredients cling together.  
Knead dough on a floured surface until smooth.  Press dough over base of pan; 
prick all over with a fork.  Cover with plastic wrap; refrigerate for 30 minutes. 
Preheat oven to 200�C 
Bake base for about 15 minutes or until browned lightly; cool. 
Spread custard over base; top with berries.  Brush slice with jam; refrigerate for 1 
hour before cutting. 
 
 
 

TRIPLE CHOCOLATE SLICE 
 

250g plain chocolate biscuits  325g dark (semi-sweet chocolate, chopped 
coarsely 
200g butter, chopped coarsely  3 eggs 
3 egg yolks     1/3 cup (75g) caster (super- fine) sugar 
1 tblspn cocoa powder 
 
Method: - Preheat oven to 160�C.  Grease a 20cm x 30cm rectangular pan; line 
base and long sides with baking paper 5cm over sides. 
Place biscuits in a single layer over base of pan, trimming to fit if necessary. 
Combine chocolate and butter in medium saucepan; stir over low heat until 
smooth. Remove from heat. 
Beat eggs, egg-yolk and sugar in a medium bowl with electric mixer until thick 
and creamy; beat in water chocolate mixture. 
Pour mixture over biscuits. Bake for about 25 minutes or until filling is set.  Cool 
15 minutes then refrigerate for 1 hour.  Dust slice with sifted cocoa before cutting. 
 

 



________________________________________________________________________ 
           The Communicator Sept ‘15, Copyright. ©                        ACRM SA Inc.  Page 14 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.vikingbags.com/motorcycle-saddlebags.htm 
 

www.motorcyclehouse.com.au/motorcycle-jackets.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
               ACROSS  
  1. Flakes from the sky. 
  3.  Move quickly and awkwardly. 
  9.  Tops-up. 
.10. Line of people. 
 11 .Illogically. 
 13.  Spare parts.  
 15.  For both male & female.. 
 17.  Numbers Tutor (5,7). 
 20.  Pungent bulb. 
 21. Dialects. 
 22.  Helped. 
 23.  Typing mistake. 
 
                DOWN 
  1.  Small sea fish. 
  2.  Bid 
  4.  Habit. 
  5.  A person you slightly know. 
  6.  Bugs. 
  7.  Optic organs.. 
  8.  Pub-game consoles. 
 12.  Type of coffee. 
 14.  Workmen. 
 16.  Odourless gas. 
 18.  Useful. 
 19.  Drink flavour. 

A word of thanks to our sponsors, some old, some new.  An old stalwart Foodland, 
Gawler, thank you and we welcome a few newies. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Robern Menz, Office Works, Maccas, 
K Mart & Motorcycle House.  Their  
assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Please show your support by 
supporting them. 

November Crossword Puzzle, compiled by  
Chris 49. 

Answers next month. 
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Tech Tips; or, Just another whinge, Phil 48: 
  
The Channel 3 repeater we pulled out of Mt Rufus had a crook power supply, as 
suspected, so a new one has been ordered and I’ve located some deep cycle 100 amp 
batteries for around $170, so I’ll get a couple, one for Rufus and one for the new caravan.  
I’ve also considered repeater 4, which hasn’t had a new battery for many a long year and I 
doubt if it was a deep cycle that went into that installation either.  Maybe next year, we’d 
better give ‘Four’ a birthday too and if the budget stretches that far, we should get one for 
the portable repeater, which has survived on a donated car battery for over three years.  
I’m not having a shot at ordinary car batteries, when used for this purpose, particularly 
after having a few donated to us, but making sure they are kept at optimum charge is 
impossible when we have no control of the power source and the spate of power outages 
of late are abominable. 
An observation I have noticed, may surprise you.  It concerns the so called, Smart 
chargers, which when used correctly are very good, however there is a situation that 
confuses them.  The theory behind a smart charger is to sense when the battery is fully 
charged and then switch to a maintenance mode that should keep the battery at optimum 
charge without overcharging it.  Herein lies the problem.  If the battery being charged, has 
a load on it, albeit small and even barely negligible, like the miniscule current a UHF 
radio draws on receive, the charger never gets the full signal and keeps pumping in 
maximum current, slowly destroying the battery. 
I’ve played around with many circuits to overcome this but the closest I could come up 
with was a timed switch and 2 batteries, then once a day the batteries swapped so the one 
connected to the radio was not being charged and the off battery was, allowing an 
alternating full charge to occur on each battery.  The down side of this set up is the fact 
that the battery supplying power is not the one being charged, thus, if a battery drops too 
low there has to be a manual  method to toggle the batteries, which is easily done in a 
manned situation, but an automatic switch would require something to sense the low 
voltage and then toggle the battery relays. 
In other words, hardly practical. 
Many of the Power Supply/ chargers are not ideal either, for one main reason and that 
became obvious after our last episode.  In this case we spared no expense and got a UPS 
power supply, the theory here is that the power supply runs the repeater, the charger keeps 
the battery up and only in a power outage situation does the battery get connected to the 
repeater.. 
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http://www.vikingbags.com/motorcycle-saddlebags.htm 
 

www.motorcyclehouse.com.au/motorcycle-jackets.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
               ACROSS  (Aug) 
  1. Town. 
  3.  Praise. 
  9.  Wound dressing. 
.10. Doing up laces. 
 11..Favoured by koalas. 
 13.  Afghani Native.  
 15.  Drinking binge.. 
 17.  Taught out of school (4,8). 
 20.  Prickly plant. 
 21. Spread over and occupy. 
 22.  Ticklish movements. 
 23.  small axe. 
 
                DOWN 
  1.  Tram. 
  2.  Pick me up 
  4.  Unpleasant people. 
  5.  Spread eagled. 
  6.  Licorice flavour. 
  7.  Threashold, brink.. 
  8.  Decorating without paint. 
 12.  Belies. 
 14.  Italian pasta. 
 16.  Enlarge the family (3,3) 
 18.  Exhausted. 
 19.  Type of boat. 

A word of thanks to our sponsors, some old, some new.  An old stalwart Foodland, 
Gawler, thank you and we welcome a few newies. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Robern Menz, Office Works, Maccas, 
K Mart & Motorcycle House.  Their  
assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Please show your support by 
supporting them. 

November Crossword Puzzle, compiled by  
Chris 49. 

Answers next month. 
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Minutes of the 387th Open Committee Meeting of ACRM SA 
Inc, held on 25th October 2016 at Collinswood. 

  
Meeting Opened at 2007 hrs 
President Welcomed all.   
 
Attendance      141,78, 232,212,21,48.49 
 
Apologies        113,80, 233, 120,64,370,371,372,333,228,423,43,44 
Visitors            Nil 
Quorum.  As we did not have a quorum, it was moved by21  that we evoke  
                standing orders and hold a meeting with those present. Carried. 
                   Said meeting was held immediadely. 
 
Minutes of Previous meeting…Moved 212 Seconded 78 Carried 
Matters arising     Nil 
Correspondence     In I.16/34-16/38, Out Nil;,  Moved 78  Sec 21 carried  
 

Reports 
 
President: -Started mag early…finished  VERY late!   Repeater 3, Power Supply has died, 
will need to fix 
Secretary: - Nil 
Treasurer: - Balance $4831.12  In $495. Out Nil Moved 141, Sec 212 & Carried 
Training Officer: - Absent with apology,  
 
Rally Coordinator- Absent with apology. 
   
Social Secretary.: - Absent with apology   
 
Resources     Absent with apology 
 
General Business  Sell Hamper tickets and return prior to next meeting. 
 
November meeting will be our Xmas break up.  Bring along a plate to share. 
 
Meeting closed at 2031. 

 
Next meeting #388 November 22nd 


